MOSCOW  —  Five  Mississippi 
Southern  Baptists  are  returning  home 
with  life-changing  experiences  to 
share  from  their  Bible  distribution 
and  ministry  trip  to  the  Soviet  Union. 

They  are  Deborah  Brunt  of  Corinth, 
Jerry  Dunajick  of  Little  Rock,  Odean 
Puckett  of  Natchez,  Terrell  Suggs  of 
Union,  and  Ruby  Thompson  of 
Clinton. 

Brunt  was  one  of  26  members  of  the 
first  Baptist  Young  Women  Enter¬ 
prisers  Abroad  team,  sponsored  by 
Southern  Baptist  Woman’s  Mis¬ 
sionary  Union  for  women  ages  18-34. 
The  BYWs  completed  more  than  50 
hours  of  training  and  preparation 
prior  to  the  Bible  distribution  and 
ministry  project. 

All  five  admit  their  lives  will  never 
be  the  same  following  the  miracles 
they  witnessed  as  they  traveled  from 
Red  Square  in  Moscow,  to  the  expan¬ 
sive  boardwalk  along  the  Black  in 
Yalta,  to  the  major  city  of  Bishkek, 
deep  in  the  heart  of  the  Kirghizian 
Republic  (now  known  as  Krygystan) 
on  the  border  with  (Thina. 

Their  personal  experiences  and  ac¬ 
tivities  in  Moscow  ran  the  gamut. 
They  distributed  Russian  language 
New  Ttestaments  in  Red  Square,  at  a 
busy  subway  station  entrance,  in 
Moscow  Square,  and  along  the  crowd¬ 
ed  Arbat  street  (a  pedestrian  street 
filled  with  street  vendors). 

They  also  ministered  to  children  in 
a  Moscow  orphanage  and  boarding 
school,  to  elderly  patients  at  a 
psychiatric  hospital,  and  to  men  in  an 
alcoholic  treatment  asylum. 

In  Yalta  and  Bishkek,  the  five  en¬ 
couraged  local  Baptists  by  par¬ 
ticipating  in  local  church  services, 
distributing  Bibles  or  other  Russian 
language  tracts  and  literature 
throughout  the  cities,  and  visiting  in 


the  homes  of  the  Soviet  Christians. 

But  for  Brunt,  the  opportunities  to 
lead  individual  Soviets  to  Christ  and 
the  chance  to  speak  to  a  crowd  of 
Soviet  people  in  the  middle  of  Red 
Square  were  the  most  memorable  ex¬ 
periences  of  all. 


Southern  Baptist  missionary  George 
Lozuk  prepares  to  serve  bread  to  dinner 
guests  at  his  Moscow  apartment. 
(Brotherhood  Commission  photograph  by 
Mike  Day) 


Odean  Puckett  of  Natchez  carries  a  box 
of  Russian-language  New  Testaments 
toward  Red  Square,  Moscow.  Puckett  was 
one  of  59  Southern  Baptists  who 
distributed  70,000  Bibles  during  a  recent 
scripture  distribution  project  in  the  Soviet 
Union.  (Photo  by  Mike  Day) 

“On  an  airplane  from  Moscow  to 
Yalta,  I  witnessed  to  a  young  doctor 
from  Africa  doing  medical  studies  in 
Simferopol  in  the  Ukraine,”  Brunt 
recalled.  ‘The  young  man,  Muhamed, 
is  from  a  Muslim  background.  He 
prayed  to  receive  Christ  on  the 
airplane!” 

In  Red  Square,  standing  on  boxes  of 
Russian  language  New  Ibstaments 
that  were  about  to  be  handed  out,  and 
speaking  through  an  interpreter. 
Brunt  shared  Christ’s  love. 

“I  was  able  to  tell  the  people  how 
our  Almighty  God  had  miraculously 
opened  a  door  (after  the  coup)  for  us 
to  be  there,  and  how  he  had  even  more 
miraculously  opened  the  door  from 
death  to  life,”  she  recalled.  “It  was 
miraculous  to  proclaim  Jesus  as  ‘the 
Lord  of  the  open  door’  right  there  in 
Red  Square!” 

Throughout  her  experience  in  the 
Soviet  Union,  Brunt  learned  what  it 
means  to  be  “really  thirsty,”  she  said. 

“The  local  water  bothered  my 
stomach.  The  mineral  water, 
available  only  at  meals  in  Yalta,  I 
didn’t  like.  We  had  nothing  else  to 
drink  in  Yalta  except  one  cup  of  tea  or 


coffee  at  each  meal.  In  between,  if  you 
were  thirsty,  you  were  thirsty.  We 
could  not  get  soft  drinks  at  our  hotel. 
But,  so  what? 

“The  Lord  showed  me  that  my 
short-term  longing  for  a  real  drink  of 
water  reflected  the  deep,  unquench¬ 
able  thirst  of  the  Soviet  people  for  the 
truth  about  God.  They  have  starved 
for  more  than  70  years  for  one  good, 
long  drink  of  the  Water  of  Life,”  she 
said. 

‘They  expressed  that  thirst  by 
outstretched  hands,  reaching  for  the 
Bibles  we  offered,  by  stopping  in  the 
street  to  read  the  Bibles  they  were  just 
given,  by  kissing  and  clutching  their 
Bibles,  by  kissing  us,  and  most  humbl¬ 
ing  of  all,  asking  us  to  sign  their 
Bibles,”  Brunt  said. 

The  eagerness  and  hunger  of  the 
Soviet  people  for  God’s  word  simply 
“touched  my  heart,”  agreed  Thomp¬ 
son.  “It  challenged  me  to  tell  others 
about  their  need  for  the  gospel  and  to 
get  others  to  help  in  supplying  Bibles 
and  spiritual  literature.” 

Dunajick,  too,  came  away  with  im¬ 
ages  of  the  deep  spiritual  needs,  and 
the  ready,  open  doors.  His  most 
significant  impression,  he  said,  “was 
standing  in  front  of  the  Kremlin  —  the 
hated  symbol  of  communism  —  in 
Red  Square,  and  participating  in  a 
church  service  there.” 

He  was  awestruck,  he  said,  as  he 
“watched  the  crowd  gather,  and  then 
handing  out  Bibles  to  the  eager  peo¬ 
ple  as  fast  as  we  could  take  them  from 
our  boxes.” 

The  eagerness  of  the  Soviet  people 
to  receive  Bibles  is  one  of  the  most 
memorable  impressions  Puckett 
brings  away  with  him,  as  well,  he 
said.  'The  dedication  of  the  Soviet 
Christians  and  the  genuine  love  they 
showed  to  the  Americans  have  also 
left  a  deep  impression  in  his  mind,  he 
said. 

But  even  more  meaningful,  Puckett 
said,  was  participating  in  a  baptismal 
service  and  the  observance  of  the 
Lord’s  Supper  in  a  Bishkek  church. 
'The  observances  were  “the  most 
spiritually  significant  I  have  ever  ex¬ 
perienced,”  he  said.  “I  thank  God  for 
speaking  to  me  so  clearly  through 
these  oi^inances.” 

Suggs  came  away  “most  impress¬ 
ed  and  overwhelmed  at  the  great 
spiritual  needs  of  the  Soviet  people,” 
he  said.  And  he  is  bringing  back  a 
commitment  to  “work  widi  my  church 
and  the  convention  in  meeting  those 
needs.” 

Through  prayer  and  by  providing 
“as  many  opportunities  as  possible,” 
he  pledged  to  “inform  people  of  the 
great  needs.  I  believe  God’s  people 
will  respond  to  the  needs  when  they 
are  (x^yerfully  informed,”  Suggs  said. 

“I  am  deeply  grateful  for  the 
wonderful  privilege  to  come  to  the 
Soviet  Union  at  this  most  strategic 
and  providential  time,”  he  said.  “I 
believe  God  is  bringing  about  a  great 
spiritual  awakening  there  that  will 
shake  the  world  for  (Christ!” 


Hi^orical  ^nviission,  SBC 
NBshvije,  ,pnnesseo 


Deborah  Brunt  of  Corinth  shares  her  Christian  testimony  through  an  interpreter 
during  a  worship  service  in  Red  Square,  Moscow.  (Photograph  by  Mike  Day) 

Echoed  Dunajick:  “My  message 
will  be  to  let  people  be  aware  of  the 
Baptists  in  the  Soviet  Union  and  their 
ne^  for  help  in  the  way  of  Bibles,  Sun¬ 
day  School  literature,  and  our  prayers. 
Most  people  are  very  vague  on  what 
_  is  going  on  among  Baptists  over  there, 
and  many  don’t  know  that  there  are 
■  a  good  number  of  Soviet  Christians.” 
Brunt  added  a  challenge  to 
Mississippi  Baptists,  as  well.  “I’d 
challenge  Southern  Baptists  who  want 
the  adventure  of  total  abandon  to 
Christ  to  walk  through  any  door  God 
opens  —  even  if  it  means  doing 
something  you  fear  —  especially  if  it 
means  doing  something  you  fear,”  she 
said. 

“I  was  afraid  to  apply  for  this  trip, 
but  I  knew  God  wanted  me  to  do  it. 
Now  having  gone.  I’ve  experienced 
again  what  I  already  believed  to  be 
true;  When  you’re  seeking  to  know 
God’s  will  about  a  certain  course  of 
A  soviet  soldier  and  his  mother  listen  action,  if  in  doubt,  don’t;  if  afraid,  dt^ 
intently  as  the  Gospel  is  preached  in  Red  On  the  other  side  of  fear  is  joy,  powe?^ 
Square,  Moscow.  (Photographed  by  Mike  and  fulfillment!” 

Day)  Benson  writes  for  WMU. 


Mississippians  return  from  USSR  with  cj^^|iged  liy^S , 


By  Karen  Benson 
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Editor’s  Notebook 

Executive  Committee  highlights 


REALLY  VERY 

JUST  PLAYS  A  LITTLE  R0L)6H^. 


Guy  Henderson 


The  Executive  Committee  operates  The  goal  is  to  start  15.000  new  ci  n-  The  burden  of  Chapman's  address 
the  SBC  when  the  convention  is  not  in  gregations  by  the  year  2000.  had  to  do  with  a  National  Prayer 

session.  There  is  one  committee  Jack  Johnson.  Raci'o-TV  Commis-  Alert.  A  biblical  call  to  the  wall,  “I 
member  from  each  cooperating  state,  sion,  believes  TV  is  the  quickest  way  have  posted  watchmen  on  your  walls, 
and  states  with  more  than  250.000  to  reach  America.  He  said  RTVC  O  Jerusalem ;  they  will  never  be  silent 
members  get  additional  committee  receives  36,000  calls  per  montli  in  •  day  or  night.  You  who  call  on  the  Lorf, 
members.  Presently  there  are  about  response  to  the  “COPE'  program.  give  youreelves  no  rest,  and  give  him 
75  members  on  the  committee.  Ail  six  seminaries  gave  optimistic  no  rest  till  he  establishes  Jerusalem 
Mississippiisably  represented  by  Jim  reports,  with  Southeastern’s  re] xirt  be-  and  makes  her  the  praise  of  the 
Yates,  First,  Yazoo  City;  Russell  ing  a  bit  more  upbeat  than  warranted,  earth"  (Isa.  62:6-7  NT V). 

Bush,  Main  Street,  Hattiesburg .  and  Lynn  May  of  the  Historical  Commis-  burden  of  prayer  is  commend- 

layman  Larry  Otis  of  Tupelo.  sion  believes  Baptists  “lack  identity  able.  I  just  wish  we  had  the  grace  to 

There  were  some  great  highlights  in  because  we  don’t  know  our  history.”  ygj  another  verse  of  Scripture : 

the  fall  meeting.  Keith  Parks  of  the  Morris  Chapman,  SBC  president,  “Therefore  if  thou  bring  thy  gift  to  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board  said  we  have  urged  churches  to  give  through  the  altar,  and  thou  rememberest  that  thy 
26,000  students  in  our  seminaries  Cooperative  Program  rather  than  brother  hath  ought  against 

overseas.  Missionaries  are  working  in  through  the  dangerous  maze  of  j},gg _ j be  reconciled  and  then 

northern  Iraq,  and  may  even  be  per-  designated  giving.  He  observed  that  gg^g  and  offer  thy  gift”  (Matt, 
mitted  to  operate  a  hospital  there.  We  CP  gifts  were  up  10%  in  August.  He  5:23-24).  However,  reconciliation  is  not 
now  have  49  missionaries  in  eastern  failed  to  note  that  overall  CP  shows  y,g  agenda 
bloc  countries.  only  a  .43%  increase  over  the  previous 

Larry  Lewis  of  the  Home  Mission  year,  or  a  total  of  $500,000.  Also,  Still,  it  is  the  Convention.  There  is 
Board  declared  America  a  prime  mis-  nothing  was  said  of  some  377  churches  a  tremendous  program  being  pro- 
sion  field  with  172,000,000  lost  people,  which  have  given  more  than  $2.5  moted  and  perhaps  the  “call  to  the 
New  church  starts  have  b€«n  plotted  million  throu^  Cooperative  Baptist  wall”  will  help  us  to  face  up  to  what 
in  22,000  places,  and  are  needed  now.  channels.  we  could  be  —  G.H. 


LIKE  WOLVES  RAVEN1N6  THE  PREY,  TO  SHED  BLOOD, 
AND  TO  OBSTRCY  SOULS,  TO  SET  DISHONEST  SAIN.  * 


Southwestern  professor  says  Baptists 
are  losing  distinctive  principles 


By  Matthew  Brady 


“Affirming  and  practicing  universal  and  fina 
religious  fri^om  is  not  all  that  it  “Thatow 
means  to  be  a  Baptist  Christian,  but  jsn’t  on  p 
it  is  highly  questionable  as  to  whether  poised  c( 
one  can  ri^tly  be  called  a  Baptist  fjt  prope 
who  does  not  hold  to  and  defend  such.”  pgg^  job. 
he  said. 

Cooperative  missions  was  not  held 
or  practiced  at  first  by  early  Baptists 
until  William  Carey  went  to  India  in 
1793,  Garrett  said. 

Baptists  then  began  using  the  socie¬ 
ty  method  to  “evangelize  beyond  the 
borders  of  the  old  Christendom,”  he 
said. 

The  belief  in  cooperative  missions 
later  served  as  the  “principal  catalyst 
for  bringing  into  existence  a  struc¬ 
tured  Baptist  denomination,”  Garrett 
said.  When  Southern  Baptists  Baptist  Convention  Executive  Corn- 
established  the  (Cooperative  Program  mittee  voted  to  terminate  the  Mnven- 
in  1925,  the  dencHnination  became  “the  tion’s 
largest  single  international  missions  Joint 
sehtDng  agency  in  world  Protestant-  but  di 
ism,”  he  said.  /  Life  (Commission  from  relating  to  the 


SBC  Exec  Committee  ends 
‘participation’  with  BJC 


By  Bill  Webb 

NASHVILLE  (BP)j-  The  Sou^m  joint  committee  stems  fnMn  the  actimi 

of  messengers  to  the  1991  SBC  annual 
meeting  to  eliminate  the  BJC  from 
>n  in  the  Baptist  the  convention’s  1991-92  budget, 
on  PuJ)Hc_Affairs,  The  Executive  Committee  action 
came  as  members  considered  a  mo¬ 
tion  referred  to  the  Executive  (Com- 

“But  this  belief  and  practice  among  Washington-based  religious  liberty  mittee  the  1991  Convention  that  the 
Southern  Baptists  is  now  organization.  convention  “totally  dissolve  itself 

simultaneously  being  seriously  The  Executive  Committee  will  ask  from  the  Baptist  Joint  Commit- 
threatened  from  two  directions  —  messengers  to  the  1992  SBC  annual  tee 

from  those  who  would  manipulate  and  meeting  in  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  to  ap-  The  motimi  was  introduced  by  Ran- 
control  the  agencies  of  the  prove  the  recommendation.  dy  Robertson  of  Oklahoma. 

_ _  ^ _ _  cooperative  mission  enterprise  to  the  The  Executive  Ck>mmittee,  which  Executive  Committee  Presi- 

di'^ipieship  training  for  the  newiy  ings  is  another  belief  which  has  been  disenfranchisement  and  exclusion  of  met  here  Sept.  16-17,  also  took  action  dent/Treasurer  Harold  Bennett  told 

baptiz^  and  by  churches  which  are  “held,  enunciated,  and  defended  by  their  fellow  believers,  and  from  those  on  two  other  referrals  related  to  the  Executive  Committee  members  the 

accommodating  infant  baptism  and  Baptists  from  the  earliest  times,”  who  would  withdraw  from  the  BJC.  They  will  (1)  study  what  to  do  52-year  relationship  between  the  con¬ 
forms  other  than  immersion,  he  said.  Garrett  said,  but  it  is  now  facing  ex-  cooperative  mission  enterprise  in  im-  with  nearly  $4(X),000  held  by  the  voition  and  the  Baptist  Joint  Qxnmit- 

When  Baptists  forsake  believers’  Unction  among  Baptists.  patient,  despairing,  and  schismatic  Southern  Baptist  Foundation  and  tee  be^n  by  action  of  the  convention, 

baptism,  “the  once-for-all  character  Religious  freedom  is  being  jeopard-  abandon,”  he  said.  sought  by  both  the  BJC  and  the  CLC  “Elimination  of  the  budget  does  not 

of  true  baptism  is  lost,  and  the  demar-  ized  by  “majoritarian  Baptists”  who  Brady  writes  for  Southwestern  and  (2)  recommend  to  messengers  to  kill  that  relationship,”  he  said, 

cation  between  unbelief  and  faith,  be  seek  or  sanction  special  civil  Seminary.  the  19W  annual  mating  a  policy  that  The  relationship  must  be  sever^  in 

tween  church  and  world,  between  privileges  for  particular  religious  will  allow  the  BJC  an  exhibit  at  the  the  same  way  it  was  initiated  —  by  a 

Christian  lifestyle  and  pagan,  be-  groups  and  their  members  and  who  What  is  more  mortifying  than  to  annual  meeting  as  a  "secondary  ex-  vote  of  messengers,  he  said, 

tween  Christ  and  culture  is  blurred,”  “speak  or  write  disparagingly  of  the  feel  you’ve  missed  the  plum  for  want  hibitor.”  The  recommendation  leaves  open 

he  said.  cherished  principle  of  universal  of  courage  to  shake  the  tree?  —  Logan  The  recommendation  to  terminate  the  door  for  the  C^stian  Life  (^m- 
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William  Carey  to  recognize  contributions  of  Coopers 


The  fall  convocation  at  William 
Carey  College  will  mark  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  college’s  celebration  of  the 
200th  anniversary  of  William  Carey’s 
move  to  India  to  begin  the  foreign  mis¬ 
sions  movement. 

The  highli^t  <A  the  occasion  will  be 
the  dedication  of  the  Owen  and 
Elizabeth  Cooper  School  of  Missions 
and  Biblical  Studies.  Sp^ker  for  the 
10  a.m..  Sept.  30  event  will  be  Donald 
Kammerdiener,  executive  vice- 
president  of  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board,  SBC.  Other  program  per¬ 
sonalities  will  include  Eddie 
Hamilhm,  president,  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention;  Bill  Causey,  ex¬ 
ecutive  director-treasurer,  MBCB; 


Marjorie  Rowden  Kelly,  former  SBC 
missionary;  and  Earl  Kelly,  retired 
executive  director,  MBCB. 

Also  scheduled  are  unveiling  of  por¬ 
traits  of  the  Coopers  and  the  annual 
banquet  for  church-related  vocations 
students,  hosted  by  the  MBC. 

Owen  and  Elizateth  Cooper  are  in¬ 
ternationally  known  for  their  work 
with  Baptist  mission  efforts  and 
humanitarian  causes.  Cooper  died  in 
1986  and  Mrs.  Cooper  continues  to 
make  her  home  in  Yazoo  City. 

Cooper  was  president  of  the 
Mississippi  Chemical  Corporation.  He 
held  degrees  from  Mississippi  State 
University,  University  of  Mississippi, 
and  Jackson  School  of  Law.  He  also 


studied  at  University  of  Southern 
California.  He  was  president  of  both 
the  Southern  and  Mississippi  Baptist 
conventions,  and  was  vice-president 
of  the  Baptist  World  Alliance.  His 
mai^  activities  included  leadership  of 
Agricultural  Missions  Fellowship; 
Universal  Concern  Foundation,  which 
gives  Christian  evangelistic  support 
for  India;  and  Global  Outreach,  a 
voluntary  missions  organization.  In 
addition  to  his  voluntary  lay  Christian 
activities.  Cooper  also  gave  freely  of 
his  time  to  humanitarian  activities. 
Included  are  national  vice-chairman 
of  the  American  Red  Cross  and  presi¬ 
dent  of  Books  for  the  World. 

His  government  posts  included 


Mississippi  Council  on  the  United  Na¬ 
tions,  of  which  he  served  as  chairman, 
and  the  United  States  Advisory  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Arms  Control  and 
Disarmament. 

Mrs.  Cooper,  who  served  with  her 
husband  in  the  cause  of  world  mis¬ 
sions,  is  still  active  in  a  variety  of  Bap¬ 
tist  causes.  She  is  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  William  Carey 
College  and  is  active  in  First  Baptist 
Church,  Yazoo  City.  She  is  a  former 
member  of  the  Mississippi  Woman’s 
Missionary  Union  Elxecutive  Board.  A 
graduate  of  Agnes  Scott  College,  she 
was  honored  with  the  honorary  doc¬ 
tor  of  humanities  degree  in  1984  by 
William  Carey  College. 


Chapman  calls 
for  national 
prayer  alert 

NASHVHJoE  (BP)  -  Using  the 
prayer  ministry  of  a  Florida  church 
as  a  model.  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  President  Morris  Chapman  has 
issued  a  call  for  Southern  Baptist 
churches  to  enlist  in  a  national  {urayer 
ministry  for  1992. 

Called  Watchman  On  The  Wall  Na¬ 
tional  Prayer  Alert,  Chapman  made 
his  plea  during  his  address  to  the  SBC 
Executive  Committee  meeting  in 
Nashville  Sept.  16-18. 

“U(wn  my  election  15  months  ago, 
I  felt  in  my  soul  that  Gfod  wanted  me 
to  call  Southern  Baptists  to  pray  fw 
spiritual  awakening  in  America,” 
(Jhapman  told  the  Monday  night  ses¬ 
sion  of  the  meeting.  “We  did  so  dur¬ 
ing  the  convention  in  Atlanta.  Now  I 
believe  God  is  leading  me  to  call  all 
Southern  Baptist  churches,  large  and 
small,  to  enlist  in  a  national  prayer 


Autumn  Fest  second  Front  Page 

at  Gulfshore 


IQ|sg  ministry  for  1992.” 

Chapman  cited  the  Watchman 
Published  Since  1877  Prayer  Ministry  of  First  Church,  Mer- 
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ritt  Island,  Fla.  where  a  vision  fm  a 
prayer  ministry  was  given  the  pastor 

f _  SAAA  _ _ i _ 1  » _ _ 


in  1989  Chapman  asked  Larry 
'Thompson,  pastor  of  the  Florida 
church  in  1969  but  now  at  Dauphin 
Way  Church,  Mobile,  Ala,  to  be  the 
National  Director  d  the  Prayer  Alert. 

“I  am  asking  every  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  diurch  to  vdunteer  to  pray  for  one 
hour  each  week  for  52  weeks  <rf  1992,” 
said  Chapman.  Each  participatii^ 
church  will  be  assign^  a  watch  on 
one  of  four  walls  designated  mnlh, 
south,  east,  or  west. 


Fellowship  money  supports 
traditional  SBC  causes 


“Individuals  will  pray  toward  tl^ 
however,  until  the  Fellowship  receives  direction  assigned.  In  doing  so  we  wul 
federal  authorization  as  a  tax-exempt  pray  a  wall  of  protection  around  God^ 
corporation.  Until  then,  BCMP  will  be  people  called  Southern  Baptists  and 
operated  by  a  15-member  board  that  we  will  pray  far  God  to  bring  spiritual 
includes  eight  BCMP  directors  and  awakening  to  this  nation,”  (Hiapman, 
seven  Fellowship  members.  Wichita  F^lls,  Texas  pastor,  told  the 

Council  memters  heard  that  some  group. 

Fellowship  mission  ventures  are  Chapman  cited  Isaiah  62:6-7  and 
already  underway.  The  Fellowship  64:7  as  the  basis  of  his  call. 

Another  56  churches  have  relayed  has  authorized  12  mission  projects  “No  great  movement  of  (5od  has 

ever  occurred  except  that  it  was 
preceded  by  earnest,  fervent  prayer. 

money  without  specifying  if  it  was  The  council’s  global  missions  Are  ready  to  en^ge  in  the  kind  of 

from  the  church  budget  or  in-  ministry  group  reported  that  on-site  praying  which  will  ‘take  hold  of 

dividuals.  Additionally,  309  in-  visits  have  been  conducted  for  mis-  God’?”  said^^pman. 
the  Fellowship  since  Jan.  1  has  been  dividuals  have  contributed  directly  to  sion  projects  in  Russia,  Romania,  and  James 
spent  on  “business-as-usual  items,”  the  Fellowship,  Lacy  said.  Ireland,  and  that  other  visits  are  the  Sunda 

such  as  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  A  majority  of  churches  represented  scheduled.  to  allow  tl 

(32.4%),  Home  Mission  Board  on  the  82-person  council  contribute  'The  Fellowship  began  work  on  mis-  national  p 

(11.3%),  SBC  seminaries  (10.6%),  money  to  the  Fellowship  from  their  sions  even  before  the  new  organization  National 

other  SBC  agencies  (3.8%),  and  state  budgets,  according  to  an  informal  was  constituted . 

Baptist  conventions  (19.6%).  survey  conducted  during  the  meeting. 

Only  15.1%,  or  $399,587,  has  been  As  expected,  council  members  ap-  doing  missions  and  not  doing  any  of 
spent  on  distinctive  Fellowship  pro-  proved  a  plan  to  merge  the  Fellowship 
jects,  such  as  new  mission  ventures  with  the  Baptist  Cooperative  Missions 

and  the  Fellowship’s  annual  assembly.  Program  Inc.,  the  non-profit  corpora-  mission^gi^p  and  former jiresident 
Council  members  suggested  such  tion  established  in  the  spring  of  1990 
information  should  allay  fears  that  the  to  receive  and  disburse  funds  from 
Fellowship  has  abandoned  traditional  Baptist  churches  and  individuals  that 
SouUiern  Baptist  causes.  But  they  also  wanted  to  bypass  the  Cooperative  Pro- 
saiaincrea^  funding  of  Fellowship  gram,  the  traditional  Southern  Bap- 
projects  is  needed.  tist  channel  for  funding  missions  and 


Keith  and  Barbara  Bennett 


ATLANTA  (ABP)  —  More  than  is  expected  to  exceed  $4  million  by 
three-fourths  of  the  money  con-  year’s  end,  said  Jim  Lacy  of  Midland, 
tributed  to  the  alternate-funding  plan  Texas,  co-chairman  of  the  finance 
of  the  cooperative  Baptist  Fellowship  committee. 

has  been  spent  on  traditional  According  to  Lacy,  328  churches 
Southern  Baptist  ministries  —  sent  money  to  the  Fellowship  between 
primarily  the  SBC  Foreign  and  Home  Jan.  1  and  Aug.  31,  including  at  least 
Mission  boards.  187  churches  that  support  the 

That  was  the  report  given  to  Fellowship  through  their  budgets, 
members  of  the  Fellowship’s  Coor-  ■  ■  • 

dinating  Council,  which  held  its  first  designated  contributions  from  church  and  budgeted  almost  $4(X)J)od  for 
full  meeting  in  Atlanta  Sept.  12-14.  members  and  85  churches  have  sent  them. 

John  Cothran,  co-chairman  of  the 
council’s  finance  committee  said 
77.7%  of  the  $2.65  million  received  by 


The  second  annual  Senior  Adult 
Autumn  Fest  will  take  place  Oct.  14-18 
at  Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly. 

More  time  for  music  is  “one  of  the 
special  features  that  makes  it  dif¬ 
ferent  from  other  retreats,”  says 
Horace  Kerr,  family  ministry  contract 
consultant  for  the  Discipleship  IVain- 
ing  Department  of  the  MBCB  which 
sponsors  the  event. 

Keith  Bennett,  minister  of  music  at 
First  Church,  Greenwood,  will  lead 
music  for  the  retreat.  He  and  his  wife 
Barbara  will  sing  at  each  session  and 
highlight  a  mini-concert  during  the 
week. 

Irene  Martin  of  Forest  and  Elsie 
Berryhill-of  Jackson  will  be  in¬ 
strumentalists.  And  a  group  of  senior 
adults  from  First,  Greenville,  will  pre¬ 
sent  a  musical  on  the  last  night. 

Kermit  King,  former  Discipleship 
Training  and  senior  adult  leader  for 
Mississippi  Baptists,  will  be  the 
special  hour  leader  for  each  morning 
session.  This  feature  will  provide 
challenge  and  suggestions  for  senior 
adult  groups  to  be  involved  in 
ministries  to  others  in  their  church^ 
and  communities.  “Kermit  has 
surveyed  the  programs  of  a  number 
of  churches  in  preparation  for  this 
feature,”  said  Kerr. 

Afternoon  tours  have  been  planned 
by  Roger  Alewine  of  First  Church, 
export.  They  include  sites  of  special 
interest  along  the  Gulf  Coast  and  a 
trip  to  the  Aquarium  of  the  Americas 
in  New  Orleans.  Arrangements  have 
been  made  for  an  afternoon  of  golf  for 
anyone  interested  and  prizes  will 
awarded  for  winners. 

Myron  C.  Madden,  counselor. 


pman  said. 'The 
orps  of  the 

‘We  don’t  want  peo-  Discipleship  Training  Departmmt 
pie  to  think  we’re  just  talking  about  will  coordinate  the  program. 

Complete  information  and  registra- 
it,”  reported  Jimmy  Allen  of  Fort  tion  materials  for  the  National  Prayer 
Worth,  ’Texas,  co-chairperson  of  the  Alert  will  be  mailed  by  the  BSSB  to 

‘levery  Smithom  Baptist  church”  dur- 
of  the  SBC  Radio  and  'Television  ing  the  month  of  November,  Cha[»nan 
Commission.  said. 

Allen  lamented  that  only  “a  tiny  Also  in  his  address.  Chapman  an- 
percentage”  of  the  Fellowship’s  nounced  a  two-year  volunteer  mission 
budget  currently  is  spent  on  new  mis-  initiative  called  “Crossover  India”  for 
sion  ventures,  but  he  said  spending  a  1992-93.  He  anwinted  John  Bisagno, 
lot  of  money  before  a  missions  struc-  pasUa*  ai  First  CSiurch,  HousUm,  and 
ture  and  philosophy  were  in  place  Charles  Carter,  pastor  of  Shades 
would  not  have  been  appropriate.  A  Mountain  Church,  Birmingham,  Ala. 
November  retreat  is  scheduled  to  as  co-chairmen  for  the  projKt  Exten- 
develop  a  philosophy  of  missions  and  sive  training  and  preparation  will  be 
to  set  priorities.  givm  in  1992  with  an  “enormoui 

Because  the  Fellowship  is  new,  evangelistic  effort”  in  that  country  in 
Allen  said,  it  can  do  missions  without  1993,  Chapman  said, 
bearing  the  weight  of  a  large  Crossover  New  York  1993  was  also 
denominational  bureaucracy.  At  the  announced  by  Chapman  who  said  the 
same  time,  he  added,  the  group  can  Baptist  Conv^tion  ot  New  Yatk  baa 
preserve  the  best  from  150  years  of  invited  the  SBC  Home  Mission  l|Bi|4 
Southern  Baptist  missions  work,  to  launch  that  dffort  in  the  spn^lw 
“We’ve  done  a  lot  of  things  right  in  1993. 

these  ISO  years,”  said  Allen.  “New  York  Baptists  are  praytaglkr 

Cfouncil  members  also  heard  plans  enough  veduntem  to  nutke  a  strng 
for  the  Fellowship’s  assembly  next  impa^  in  the  major  cities  of  BriAte 
spring,  the  first  since  the  group  was  Roowster,  SyracuM,  Altaaqy,^Hr 
constituted  last  May  in  Atlanta.  The  Yirk  City,  Lom  Island,  and  IwWMK, 


N  J.  ”  said  Chapman. 
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ippians  build  bridge 
Great  Wall  of  China 


By  Shannon  T.  Simpson 

According  to  the  Chinese,  once  you  They  tell  the  story  of  riding  their  bikes  While  in  Wuxi,  the  men  attended 
have  stood  on  the  Great  Wall,  you  are  down  a  Wuxi  street.  A  man  ahead  of  Three  Self  Protestant  Church  —  self- 
a  great  man.  Ted  Snazelle  is  a  great  them  stared  unblinkingly  as  they  supporting,  self-governing,  self¬ 
man.  passed.  The  problem  was,  there  was  pro^gating.  The  church  was  packed 

The  Mississippi  College  biol(^  pro-  a  man  behind  them  doing  the  same,  with  people  of  every  age.  Both  sens- 
fessor  stood  on  the  Great  Wall  this  The  two  “stare-ers”  were  so  absorb-  ed  a  “real  spirit  of  worship  and 
summer,  just  ten  days  before  he  serv-  ed  in  staring  at  the  “stare-ees,”  that  oneness  with  other  Christians.” 
ed  as  English  teacher  at  Jiang  Nan  the  “stare-ers”  collided  in  the  middle  Of  the  exercise  of  their  faith. 
University  in  Wuxi,  near  Shanghai,  of  the  street!  Snazelle  says,  “ThQ^  are  so  Christian, 

He  was  accompanied  by  G^rge  Despite  their  feeling  so  noticeable,  it  puts  us  to  shame.  Chinese  Chris- 
Pittman,  MC  professor  of  English,  Pittman  and  Snazelle  say  th^r  also  tians  truly  typify  Paul’s  statement  of 
a^nd  fellow  member  of  First,  Clinton,  felt  free  to  say  or  do  anything.  As  a  ‘whatsoever  state  you  are  in  . . .’  They 

are  willing  to  wait  for  all  things.” 

Th^  al^  found  the  Chinese  to  be  a 
“morally  scrupulous  people.  They 
would  rather  die  than  cheat  you. 
are  very  honest.”  Pittman  told  of  leav- 
H|  ing  some  clothes  at  the  university  last 

year,  for  lack  of  room  to  pack  &em. 
When  he  returned  this  summer,  his 
clothes  were  waiting  for  him. 

IS  “One  lesson  I  learned  was  that  I 

^  could  do  with  a  lot  less,”  says  Pittman. 

‘The  Chinese  are  able  to  be  happy 
with  much  less  than  what  we  have  It’s 
almost  embarrassing;  we  have  so 
[  much  and  they  have  so  little.  The 

average  family  there  is  hoping  to  get 
a  refrigerator.” 

“Yet  they  are  so  giving,”  Snazelle 
in  adds.  “I’ve  gotten  to  the  point  where 

BBp  I  don’t  want  to  hear  anyone  say,  ‘I 

don’t  have  so-and-so!’ 

“It  just  changes  you  so  much  —  all 
superlatives  are  inadequate  to 
HBHHHI  describe  what  an  experience  like  this 
Ted  Snazelle  of  Clinton  delivers  a  lec-  ^o  for  your  We.  We  learned  as 
tore  on  daffodils  at  the  Jiang  Nan  Univer-  onui^  as  we  tought. 

sity,  Wuxi.  The  town’s  name  means  “no  ^ 

jjj, ..  next  summer.  However,  Snazelle  is 

already  preparing  for  his  duties  as 
result,  they  found  many  opportunities  coordinator  of  the  program.  He  is 
to  share  the  gospel.  Says  Httman  of  seeking  recruits  for  t^  1992  Oral 
his  students,  “They  were  curious  Engl^h  Workshop  effort,  and  says  the 
about  Christianity,  and  everything  only  prerequisite  is  desire, 
concerning  it.  It  was  natural  to  share  “We  should  be  sending  many,  but  we 

our  faith.”  are  sending  few.  Th^  are  eager  to 

One  way  the  volunteers  found  to  have  Christian  English  teachers,” 
present  the  gospel  was  a  Christmas  says  Pittman.  “There  is  an  incredible 


George  Pittman  of  Mississippi  College  dines  in  the  home  of  one  of  his  Chinese 
students. 


Black  Baptists  cite 
division  over  Thomas 


the  land  . . .  moraUy  and  on  prin-  Amencan  culture  tor  tne  180  students 
ciples,  we  have  to  oppose  his  nomina-  "^^o  ranged  in  age  from  16  to  45. 
tion.”  Emphases  in  particular  sessions 

Brown  said  he  represented  the  Na-  ■  varied  among  the  teachers.  Pittman 
tional  Baptist  Convention  of  America ;  Snazelle  used  topics  such  as  dogs. 

National  Baptist  Convention,  USA;  daffodils,  and  Shakespeare  as 
and  Progressive  National  Baptist  teaching  points. 

Convention.  All  three  groups,  which  We  surprise  was  that  the 

have  a  total  membership  of  about  14  Chinese  know  much  more  about 
million.  Brown  said,  voted  to  oppose  Western  culture  than  Westerners  do 
Thomas’  nomination.  The  pastor  of  about  theirs.  Most  of  the  Jiang  Nan 
San  Francisco’s  Third  Baptist  Church,  students  had  “a  pretty  good  grasp  of 
he  also  is  chairman  of  the  Qvil  Rights  English,”  the  two  concurred.  Tb  the 
Commission  of  the  NBC,  USA.  professors,  it  was  embarrassing  to  ad- 

.  ,  mit  Americans  teach  very  little 

*5.  -tu  Chinese  literature,  while  the  Chinese 

‘Wurch  aligned  with  leam  American  fiction  as  a  matter  of 
both  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  course 

and  ^erican  Baptet  Churches,  gave  an  American  teacher  is  a 

a  d^erent  perspective.  dream  for  them,”  says  Pittman  of  the 

“People  who  opp<^  him,  people  special  status  teacfUrs  hold  in  the 
who  say  ^ings  about  him  that  he  gygg  Chinese  students.  “When 

has  forgotten  where  he  Mme  from  you  teach  them,  you  are  their  teacher  party  they  held  as  the  finale  to  their  potential  there.  The  doors  are  open, 

th^  don  t  know  Judge  Thomas,  she  jjjg  And,  they  really  love  stay.  Pittman  dressed  as  ^nta,  the  It’s  very  rewarding.” 

^“i  ’1  ih-  If  I  ir  ”*h  h  ih  Americans.”  students  and  teachers  sang  carols.  But  the  greatest  reward  for  Pitt- 

1  don  t  mink,  I  Knw  ne  nas  me  25  Americans,  mey  “stuck  out  and  the  story  of  me  first  Christmas  man,  he  concludes,  was  me  Chinese 

^me  Mhefs  as  Martin  ^mer  King  baj  ”  Being  much  taller  than  me  was  read.  name  given  to  him  —  Chao  Zur  Quoi, 

tu’ w”  •  j  »  Chinese,  and  the  only  Westerners  “I  think  me  Chinese  are  ripe  for  “Bridge  to  China.”  For  both  men, 

the  late  civil  rights  i^der  sraecutive  most  had  ever  seen  in  Wuxi,  mey  at-  Christianity,”  says  Snazelle.  “They  building  and  becoming  cultural 

1  H  r  Soumern  unristian  tracted  attention  wherever  they  went,  will  tell  you  they  are  looking  fw  hope”  bridges  was  a  dream  fulfilled. 


now 


Church-related  vocations 
banquets  come  to  campus 


By  Donald  D.  Martin 


A  series  of  church-related  vocations 
banquets  will  take  place  on  four  cam¬ 
puses  of  the  Baptist  colleges  in 
Mississippi. 

The  banquets,  for  students  prepar¬ 
ing  for  ministry  at  these  colleges,  are 
sponsored  by  the  Church 
Administration-Pastoral  Ministries 
Department  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 

Bill  Causey,  executive  director- 
treasurer  of  the  MBCB,  will  be 
featured  speaker  at  each  banquet. 

William  Carey  College,  Hat¬ 
tiesburg,  will  host  the  first  banquet  on 
Sept.  30  at  7  p.m.  Hardy  Denham, 
coordinator  for  church-related  voca¬ 
tional  programs  at  Carey,  will  be 
master  of  ceremonies. 

On  Oct.  1  at  6:30  p.m.,  Mississippi 
^  CoUege,  Ginton,  will  host  its  banquet. 

_ 


of  Religion,  will  serve  as  emcee. 

On  Oct.  23,  Clarke  College,  Newton, 
a  Division  of  MC,  will  host  its  banquet 
at  7  p.m.  Charles  Melton,  professor  of 
religious  education,  will  emcee. 

Blue  Mountain  College  will  host  its 
banquet  on  Oct.  4  at  7  p.m.  James 
TVavis,  head  of  the  Bible  Department, 
will  be  emcee. 

Each  banquet  will  be  complimen¬ 
tary  from  the  Church  Administration- 
Pastoral  Ministries  Department. 
Julius  Thompson  is  director.  Matt 
Buckles  is  consultant  for  In-Service 
Guidance,  the  Home  Mission  Board 
pro^m  for  church-related  vocations 
wore  in  state  conventions,  seminaries, 
and  colleges. 


When  a  person  tells  you,  “I’ll  think 
it  over  and  let  you  know”  —  you  know. 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  Mis¬ 
sionaries  for  Eastern  Europe  and 
church  planters  top  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Foreign  Mission  Board's  1992  per¬ 
sonnel  request  list. 

It  also  includes  personnel  requests 
for  the  Soviet  Union,  Albania,  ai^  peo¬ 
ple  groups  once  thought  impossible  to 
reach  with  the  gospel. 

The  new  list  would  have  seemed 
almost  a  fantasy  if  presented  in  the 
early  1980s,  said  Harlan  Spurgeon, 
vice  president  for  mission  personnel. 

“Someone  would  have  called  you  a 
dreamer  if  you  came  forward  with  a 
list  like  this  10  years  ago,”  Spurgeon 
said.  “When  you  look  at  this  selectiim 
you  can’t  help  but  be  excited.  The  list 
today  represents  unreached  peoples 
and  countries  we  would 'have  not 
dreamed  about  reaching  just  a  few 
years  ago.” 

Each  year  mission  administrators 
list  the  top  missionary  positions  vital 
to  long-term  goals.  This  year  ad¬ 
ministrators  drew  from  more  than  500 
personnel  requests  to  compile  a  list  of 
the  top  33  needs. 

Nee^  in  Bangladesh  ranked  first 


on  the  list,  followed  by  requests  for  a 
missionary  to  work  as  an  evangelist 
and  church  planter  among  the  F^ani 
people  in  Nigeria  and  a  church 
planter  for  Mexico  City.  In  all,  15  of 
top  33  requests  call  for  church 
planters.  Five  requests  target  work 
with  a  particular  people  group  bound 
by  a  common  culture  and  identity,  but 
not  necessarily  a  single  country. 

Five  reauests  from  Elastem  Europe 
also  made  the  list.  They  include 
evangelists  to  work  in  Albania  and 
Latvia  and  a  seminary  teacher  in 
Czechoslovakia. 


Soulhern  Baptist  plans  for  reacting 
to  the  world’s  new  political  climate 
and  their  hopes  for  the  future  are  evi¬ 
dent  in  the  1991-92  list. 


People  to  fulfill  those  directions 
include: 


—  Church  planters  to  work  in  several 
regions  in  the  Soviet  Union. 


—  An  evangelist  and  church  planter 
to  work  with  the  unreached  Kanuri 
people  in  Nigeria. 

—  A  professor  of  agriculture  to 


teach  in  a  university  in  South  Yemen. 

—  Veterinarians  to  develop 
ministries  with  unreached  people 
groups  in  Madagascar  and  Nigeria. 

Last  year  the  mission  agency  filled 
about  half  of  its  30  priority  positions. 

“We  never  meet  (every  need  on) 
this  list,”  Spurgeon  admitted. 

“We’re  fortunate  to  meet  half  of  the 
list.  Hie  point  of  prioritizing  is  that  we 
meet  more  of  toese  high  strategic 
needs  this  way.  Many  of  these  (posi¬ 
tions)  would  get  lost  in  a  full  list 
because  many  of  them  are  difficult 
work.  Many  of  them  wouldn’t  stand  a 
chance  if  we  didn’t  spotlight  them.” 

“We’re  also  trying  to  keep  the  priori¬ 
ty  list  as  short  as  possible  because  we 
feel  it  packs  more  punch,”  be  said. 
“Now  that  we’re  in  121  countries  and 
trying  to  represent  the  needs  of  some 
3(X)  peofde  groups,  it’s  becoming  really 
difficult  to  narrow  down  the  Ust.  I’m 
pleased  to  see  the  diversity  in  these. 
This  year’s  list  leans  toward 
evangdists,  but  I  also  see  requests  for 
engineers,  educational  consultants, 
and  irfiysicians.” 

Martin  writes  for  FMB. 


Ziglar  Scholarship  will 
send  RAs  to  Central  Hills 


Letters  to  the  editor 


National  Gay  and  Lesbian  SBC  in  Salt  Lake  City 

Task  Force  during  my  ministry  have  resulted  Editor: 

from  a  former  pastor’s  faultfinding.  There  seems  to  be  some  concern  for 
Editor:  Often  his  remarks  may  not  have  been  Baptist  people  who  will  attend  the 

The  Los  Angeles  Times  (8/05/91)  intended  to  do  harm,  but  his  sugges-  Southern  Baptist  Convention  in  Salt 

reported  that  a  recent  Hollywood  fund  tions  to  his  former  church  members  Lake  City. 

raiser  for  the  National  Gay  and  Les-  about  how  “he  would  handle  it”  comes  Sometimes  it  does  appear  that  our 

bian  Thsk  Force  sold  out  a  300-person  across  as  criticism  of  the  present  Baptist  people  are  naive  and  tolerant 

dinner  (at  $250  a  plate).  Those  attend-  pastor.  Innocent  sounding  questions  of  other  religions.  jMfBk 

ing  included  the  “Who’s  Who”  from  about  numbers  of  baptisms  and  at-  Perhaps  it  would  be  a  good  idea  for 

ABC,  NBC,  and  CBS,  as  well  as  from  tendance  become  subtle  hints  of  Baptists  to  read  up  on  Mormonism  #  % 

the  major  production  companies  dissatisfaction  for  the  qhurch  before  they  go  to  Salt  TjiWp  City. 

(Paramount,  Disney,  Fox,  member  May  I  suggest  three  books  that  will  ^ 

MCA/Universal,  MGM,  TVi-Star,  Col-  A  former  pastor  who  visits  his  give  a  good  insight  as  to  what  Mor- 
umbia,  and  others).  friends  at  the  old  church  field  needs  mons  telieve  and  practice?  IHta 

The  networks  plan  a  major  push  in  to  be  very  careful  that  he  does  not  Mormonism,  Mama,  and  Me,  by  ^  ^ 

their  programming  this  fall  to  pro-  become  guilty  of  undermining  the  Thelma  Geer,  is  published  by  Moody  1  ' 

mote  the  homosexual  lifestyle.  Dear  new  pastor’s  work.  The  relationships  Press.  It  is  an  account  of  early  Mor-  \  f* 

John,  L.  A.  Law,  and  Roseanne  have  developed  over  several  years  of  mon  history.  Mrs.  Geer  was  rear^  in  -JL 

already  announced  their  plans  to  do  ministry  are  deep,  and  a  former  a  fourth  generation  Mormon  home.  /A  iH 

that.  No  doubt  other  programs  will  do  pastor  is  often  more  revered  by  the  She  is  the  great-granddaughter  of  /  0 

so  unannounced.  congregation  than  when  he  served  the  Mormon  pioneer  John  D.  Lee,  who  Freidi 

When  researchers  Lichter  and  church  as  pastor.  This  relationship  is  was  a  bodyguard  for  Joseph  Smith 

Rothman  asked  Hollywood  creators,  often  very  gratifying  to  the  former  and  Brigham  Young.  Freida  Waaser  : 

writers,  and  producers  whether  pastor,  and  he  mi^t  be  tempted  to  use  The  Mormon  Murders  by  Steven  sons  have  placed  ! 
homosexual  behavior  is  wrong,  86%  it  to  his  advantage  in  gaining  some  Naifeh  and  Gregory  White,  is  paper-  the  Baptist  Found 
said  it  is  not  wrong.  The  study  also  level  of  emotional  or  even  financial  back  published  by  Onyx  Books.  The  income  for  the  W I 
stated  that  66%  of  the  Hollywood  TV  su^xmI  from  his  former  church  at  the  authors  are  graduates  of  Harvard  Scholarship  Fund 
elite  want  to  reshape  American  socie-  expense  of  the  present  pastor.  Law  l^hool  and  contribute  legal  ar-  t’he  scholarship 

ty  toward  their  vision.  It  is  best  for  a  former  pastor  to  stay  tides  to  newspapers  like  the  New  York  memory  of  Mrs. 

Recently  released  research  by  the  out  of  church  matters  of  his  former  Times.  Their  books  tell  about  the  1985  i>and,  is  to  provid 

Bama  Research  Group  shows  that  church.  His  word  may  be  wise  and  carbomb  murders  which  shook  the  and  young  r 

67%  of  the  American  public  believe  in  well  intended,  but  his  advice  is  always  foundations  of  the  Mormon  Church  Children’s  Village 
boycotting  sponsors.  In  fact,  14%  of  deterimental  to  the  present  pastor,  and  revealed  one  of  the  most  bizarre  bassadors,  to  atb 
those  participating  in  the  survey  said  God  has  moved  him  to  another  place  cases  of  bribery,  intrigue,  forgery,  and  Central  Hills.  A  si 
that  in  the  last  month  they  had  “avoid-  of  service  and  has  given  the  mantle  murder.  ’  given  annually,  th< 

ed  buying  a  specific  product  or  brand  to  another  in  his  place.  We  must  The  God  Makers  by  Ed  Decker  and  by  the  executive  s< 
because  it  is  being  boycotted  by  a  respect  the  pastoral  authority  and  the  Dave  Hunt  is  published  by  lyndale  Foundation, 
group  or  cause”  they  support.  That  will  of  God  in  leading  the  church  to  House.  The  authors  are  ex-Mormons  Freida  and  Hub 


By  Anne  W.  McWilliams 


Koreans  baptize  2,220  soldiers 


BUDAPEST,  Hungary  (BP)  -  A 
religious  revival  is  moving  through 
parts  of  Romania,  Bulgaria,  and  the 
fragmenting  Soviet  republics,  but  not 
in  all  “pxist-Marxist”  countries. 

Speakers  from  eight  such  nations  of 
Eastern  Europe  voiced  that  assess¬ 
ment  in  a  six-day  summit  on 
“Evangelism  in  Post-Marxist  Situa¬ 
tions.”  The  Seprt.  1-6  ctxiference,  which 
attracted  180  participants  from  56 
countries  to  Budapest,  Hungary,  was 
sponsored  by  the  Lausanne  Commit¬ 
tee  on  World  Evangelization. 

Peter  Kuzmic,  president  of  the 
Evangelical  Theolo^cal  Seminary  in 
Oaijek,  Yugoslavia,  warned  the  kind 
of  civil  war  currently  taking  place  in 
Yugoslavia  could  break  out  in  several 
of  the  new  republics  of  the  former 
Soviet  Union  and  other  parts  of 
Eastern  Europe. 

The  coup  in  the  Soviet  Union 
shouldn’t  have  su^rised  most  Chris¬ 
tians,  Kuzmic  said.  Gorbechev  was 
bound  to  fail,  the  Yugoslavian  observ¬ 
ed,  because  “he  was  trying  to  be  both 
the  pope  and  Martin  Luther  at  the 
same  time,  and  that’s  impossible.” 

The  situation  in  Yugoslavia  is  the 
most  complex  in  Europe,  but  the  prin¬ 
ciples  involved  in  the  conflict  apply  in 
several  other  post-Marxist  countries, 
Kuzmic  said. 

Under  communist  rule,  both  na¬ 
tionalism  and  religion  were  at  best 


By  Jim  Newton 

tolerated,  at  worst  suppressed  and 
persecuted.  “Now  with  tbe  collapse  of 
Marxism  and  the  removal  of 
totalitarianism,  whatever  has  been 
repressed  is  now  exploding,”  he 
explained. 

Religious  division  could  quickly 
become  worse  in  Yugoslavia,  Kuzmic 
warned,  if  the  government  recognizes 
the  Catholic  Qiurch  as  the  official 
state  church  of  Croatia  and  the  Or¬ 
thodox  Church  as  the  official  church 
in  Serbia. 

Romanian  Baptist  evangelist  Petru 
Dugulescu  reported  Romanians  at 
last  have  the  freedom  to  evangelize, 
but  now  they  have  “too  much 
evangelism”  from  religious  groups 
from  the  West. 

“Some  of  this  evangelism  is  good, 
and  some  is  bad,”  Dugulescu  said. 

“When  you  have  too  much 
evangelism,  it  loses  its  value,  and  the 
people  feel  they  have  heard  the  gospel 
and  don’t  need  to  hear  it  again.” 

Dugulescu,  a  former  pastor  who 
was  arrested  and  persecuted  by  the 
overthrown  communist  dictatorship, 
said  he  preached  to  more  than  100,0(X) 
Romanians  celebrating  the  end  of 
revolution  on  Dec.  22, 1989.  In  response 
to  his  message,  the  crowd  chanted 
“(Jod  exists”  and  recited  the  Lord’s 
Prayer. 

In  Bulgaria,  more  than  2,100  people 


made  public  spiritual  commitments 
during  recent  evangelistic  crusades, 
reported  Nickoli  Nedelchev,  Baptist 
pastor  from  Sofia,  Bulgaria.  But  he 
added  the  churches  have  not  effective¬ 
ly  followed  up  contacts  with  new 
believers. 

Nedelchev  asked  Ghristians  around 
the  world  to  pray  that  help  from  the 
West  will  not  spoil  Christians  in 
Bulgaria.  “We  need  a  lot  of  things,  but 
if  we  aren’t  careful,  our  churches  will 
become  dependent  on  aid  from  the 
West,”  he  said.  “Bul^rians  need  to 
accept  responsibility  ourselves, 
rather  than  ask  rich  Americans  to 
support  us.” 

Sali  Rahaani,  a  native  of  Albania 
who  lives  in  England  and  broadcasts 
an  Albanian-language  radio  program 
into  his  homeland,  said  a  recent 
evangelistic  effort  in  Albania  resulted 
in  143  conversions  to  CThristianity. 

Jaroslav  Kratka  of  Czechoslovakia 
said  people  in  his  country  are  learn¬ 
ing  to  five  in  freedom,  which  is 
sometimes  harder  than  living  under 
persecution. 

Now  that  Czechoslovakia’s  borders 
are  open,  the  country  is  open  not  on¬ 
ly  to  good  influence  but  to  bad.  Much 
more  pornography,  drugs,  crime,  and 
other  negative  influences  are  coming 
into  the  country,  Kratka  said. 

Newton  writes  for  HMB. 


TAEJON,  South  Korea  (BP)  - 
Korean  Baptists  baptized  2,220 
soldiers  during  the  summer  in  their 
continuing  efforts  to  evangelize 
Korean  military  and  p()lice  personnel. 

Southern  Baptist  missionary  Dan 
Ray  reported  210  soldiers  from  the 
Korean  army’s  35th  division  were  bap¬ 
tized  at  the  end  of  July.  Two  wee^ 
later  54  Baptist  pastors  baptized  2,010 
soldiers  at  Nonsan  Basic  lYaining 
Clamp. 

The  base  commander,  a  Christian, 
allowed  use  of  military  facilities  for 
the  service,  according  to  Ray.  The 
commander  and  South  Korea’s 
military  in  general  encourage 
religious  activities. 


ATLANTA  ( BP)  —  James  Merritt, 
pastor  of  First  Church  of  Snellville, 
Ga.,  and  Freddie  Gage,  evangelist 
based  in  Euless.  ’I\sxas.  have  been  ap¬ 
pointed  co-chairman  of  Crossover 
Indianapolis. 

Morris  Chapman,  pastor  of  First 
Church  of  Wichita  Falls,  'Texas,  and 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  presi¬ 
dent,  said  he  appointed  the  two  men 
to  the  post  because  they  are  “commit¬ 
ted  to  evangelism  and  they’re  per¬ 
sonal  soul  winners.” 


Staff  members  from  the  Korea  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention’s  military/police 
Evai^elism  Department  work  at  a 
Baptist  chapel  located  on  the  base 
The  department  has  ongoing  work  at 
three  Korean  military  bases  and  Bap¬ 
tist  centers  are  locahKi  on  several  in¬ 
stallations.  In  addition,  about  40  Bap¬ 
tist  chaplains  serve  in  t^  Korean 
army. 

The  2,010  baptisms  represent  the 
largest  number  ever  baptized  at  one 
time  through  Baptists’  military 
evangelism  program,  according  to 
Ray.  The  program  has  averaged  2,000 
to  5,000  baptisms  a  year  on  bases 
throughout  South  Korea  since  work 
with  the  military  began  in  1967. 


Crossover  Indianapolis  is  part  of 
Crossover  America,  Chapman’s  plan 
to  present  the  gospel  to  the  estimated 
172.8  million  non-Christians  in  the 
United  States. 

Crossover  Indianapolis  will  be  con¬ 
ducted  before  the  1992  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  annual  meeting  in  In¬ 
dianapolis  June  9-11. 

For  more  information,  contact  the 
Metropolitan  Baptist  Association  of 
Central  Indiana,  952  N.  Pennsylvania 
Ave.,  Indianapolis,  Ind.  46204. 


Crossover  co-chairmen  named 


Thursday,  September  26.  1991 


PAGE  6  BAPTIST  RECORD 


BREAKTHROUGH  sends  life 

surging  through  Eastlawn 


ART  TOALSTON  ELECTED  BAPTIST  PRESS  EDITOR:  NASHVILLE 
(BP)  —  Southern  Baptist  journalist  Art  Toalston  Jr.  has  been  named  editor 
of  Baptist  Press.  He  was  elected  to  the  position  at  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  news  agency  by  the  SBC  Executive  Committee’s  Administrative  Sub¬ 
committee  Sept.  17.  The  action  was  reported  to  the  full  Executive  Commit¬ 
tee  later  that  day.  As  editor,  Toalston,  who  turns  41  Sept.  26,  will  be  responsi¬ 
ble  for  day-to-day  operation  of  Baptist  Press.  That  will  include  coordinating 
the  work  of  the  agency’s  five  bureaus  and  other  correspondents,  editing  and 
distributing  Baptist  Press  releases,  and  news  writing.  He  will  assume  the  posi¬ 
tion  on  or  before  Jan.  1,  1992.  Past  positions  include  religion  editor  of  the 
Jackson  (Miss.)  Daily  \  *ws. 


By  Anne  W.  McWilliams 


painted  the  map.  Underneath  they 
will  add  the  woim  of  the  Great  Com¬ 
mission,  Matt.  28:18-20. 

In  a  program  called  Great  Commis¬ 
sion  BREAKTHROUGH,  the  pastor 
and  an  outside  consultant  help  a 
church  use  its  Sunday  School  to  take 
actions  that  will  result  in  church 
growth.  Eastlawn  is  a  pilot  church  in 
BREAKTHROUGH  and  perhaps  the 
first  church  in  the  state  to  take  action 
on  it. 

When  James  Walters  moved  from 
Morgan  City  Church  to  become  pastor 
of  Eastlawn  in  1988,  he  found  a  Sun¬ 
day  School  that  had  dwindled  in  five 
years  from  220  to  less  than  100.  It  had 
peaked  at  440  in  1961,  and  soared  with  goula,  will  celebrate  its  40th 
shipyard  contracts  in  the  mid-70s. 

Then  the  ups  and  downs  of  years  of 
church  conflict  became  mostly  downs. 

Many  members  moved  away  or  join¬ 
ed  other  churches.  Some  became 
inactive. 

“At  first  I  thought  going  slow  was 
the  way  to  go,”  said  Walters.  The  at¬ 
titude  was  “We  won’t  grow  any  more.” 

Buildings  were  old  and  not  so  attrac- 


A  graph  shows  ups  and  downs  of  Eastlawn  Sunday  School  attendance. 


anniversary  Oct.  6.  All  former  dent  while  others  called  it  a  ^inful  but  necessary  decision. 

pastors  have  been  invited.  buffalo  S’TUDENTS  WIN  BIBLE  CLUB  SQUABBLE:  WASHINGTON 

choir  members  Wlli  pre-  ^  (ABP)  —  A  group  of  high  school  students  has  vw)n  a  legal  dispute  with  the 

sent  special  music.  Dinner  Buffalo,  N.Y.,  School  District  over  whether  the- students  can  conduct  after¬ 
will  be  served  on  the  grounds.  school  Bible  club  meetings  in  a  classroom.  Justice  Leo  Fallon  of  the  Supreme 

A1<tn  nrrnrHinp  tn  thp  na<stor  ^  Court  of  Erie  County,  N.Y.,  has  approved  settlement  of  a  dispute  between  the 

Also  accoraing  loine  pastor  y.  m  school  district  and  three  McKinley  High  School  students  arising  from  the 

James  waiters,  tnat  junaay  mr  1  school’s  refusal  to  allow  the  students  to  use  school  premises  for  Bible  club 

_ ^ _  will  kick  off  a  revival.  Randy  F  '  *  |  meetings.  Under  the  settlement,  which  was  reached  in  May  and  signed  Sept. 

tive.  A^ngton  Heights  and  Ingalls  Davis,  pastor.  First  Church,  ^  4  by  Justice  Fallon,  the  school  district  will  not  appeal  a  permanent  injunc- 

Avenue  churches  appeared  to  be  too  Vancleave  will  preach  and  ‘‘O"  requiring  it  to  allow  the  students  to  meet  and  will  pay  $125,000  of  the 

much  competition  for  Eastlawn’s  mneio  min  JS  $400,000  in  legal  fees  sought  by  the  students.  The  settlement  calls  for  the 

growth.  uanny  voni^anei,  musw  mm  ^  students  to  release  all  claims  for  damages  against  the  school  board  members. 

In  a  year’s  time,  he  gave  100  New  ister  at  First  Church,  Purvis,  long-running  legal  dispute  began  in  November  1987  when  the  students 

Ttestaments  to  visitors.  “The  visitors  will  lead  the  singing.  (He  is  soughtpermissiontomeetafterschoolfor  religious  discussion,  Bible  study, 

did  not  join  our  church,”  said  Walters,  the  son  of  Madge  VonKanel,  and  prayer.  In  denying  the  request,  McKinley  High  School  Principal  Crystal 

“TTiey  were  coming  in  the  front  door  secretarv  at  Eastlawn  )  H  **  Boling  cited  an  advisory  letter  from  the  district’s  legal  counsel  noting  that 

and  going  out  the  back.”  „  ^  c  j  ^  H*  v  ‘  '  ^  the  district’s  rejection  of  a  similar  request  nearly  a  decade  earlier  had  been 

He  asktd  the  state  Sunday  School  Preaching  services  Sunday  ■  vindicated  in  court. 

Department  for  suggestions  and  tried  Oct.  6,  are  to  be  at  II  Q.m.  and  ri|||||Mi  .  _ t^attao/add^  »» 

several  of  their  ideas.  Then  one  real-  3  p.m.,  and  on  Mon.,  Jlies.,  ^ 

ly  cUcked.  Keith  Wiliams  asked,  “Why  and  Wed  Oct  7-9  at  noon  and  James  Walters  a  step  to  seW^  the  i^ue ‘‘m  ^  church  house,  inst^d  of  the  court- 

don’t  you  try  BREAKTHROUGH'^’’  7  °  house,”  the  Ttexas  Baptist  Executive  Board  approved  a  proposal  for  a  new  rela- 

“Okay  ”  said  Walters  “but  I  want  to  "  P-  m .  attitude,  he  emphasized.  The  Uonship  between  the  Baptist  General  ConvenUon  of  Ttexas  and  Baylor  Univer- 

talk  with  my  deacons  first.”  He  told  i»**"*«-"**"*^»*^*"-'^^  ^an’t  do  any  better”  attitude  has  sity.  After  limited  debate,  tte  board  vot^  110  to  36  to  approve  the  plan  whi^ 

the  deacons  it  was  their  decision,  but  set  a  day  for  special  offerings  for  it.  become  an  expectant,  hopeful,  “Yes,  would  provide:  direct  election  of  25%  of  the  Baylor  board  of  regents  by  the 
he  asked  that  they  go  into  it  On  Aug.  11,  the  people  gave  $10,200  in  we  can”  attitude.  convention  and  assurance  that  Baylor  will  consider  convention  sugge^ions 

wholehearte^y  or  not  at  all.  They  one-time  gifts  and  another  $8,000  in  Walters,  who  majored  in  classical  for  other  75%;  assurance  the  university  remmn  Bapttet  and  Chn^ 
promised  to  do  whatever  the  expert  pledges,  or  about  $18,000,  above  the  Gre^  and  Latin  at  USM  and  who  has  tten  in  its  aims  and  id^ls;  that  all^ylor  board  nnemb^  be  Baptots;  and 
assigned  to  them  asked.  tithe,  for  that  cause.  a  Doctor  of  Ministry  decree  from  New  thot  university  assets  be  transferred  to  the  convention  if  the  uraversity  is  ever 

Randy  Riley,  minister  of  education  'J^en  the  people  said,  “We  want  to  Orleans  Seminary,  is  an  area  consul-  discontinued. 

at  First  Church,  Gulfport,  was  the  do  the  building  ourselves!”  tant  in  family  ministry,  for  the  _  _ 

consultant  chosen  by  the  state  Sunday  “It  was  like  a  shot  in  the  arm!”  Mississipjx  Baptist  Convention  Board.  YUGOSLAVIAN  BAPTIST  CAMP  BURNED;  CROATIAN  CHURCHES 
School  Department  to  work  with  Riley  noted.  “They  pulled  together.  Last  year  he  was  chairman  of  the  PRAY  FOR  PEACE:  ZAGREB,  Yugoslavia  (BP)  —  Baptists  in  Yugoslavia 
them.  Riley  and  other  BREAK-  You  talk  about  excitement.  They  said,  Christian  Action  Commission.  have  lost  their ’God’s  Valley”  camp  facilities  to  mounting  violence  that  con- 

THROUGH  consultants  had  received  This  is  going  to  be  great!  This  is  what  Though  born  in  Louisiana,  he  tinues  to  disrupt  the  republic  of  Croatia.  The  two  buildings  at  the  camp,  located 
special  training  both  in  Jackson  and  we  are  looking  for !  ’  ”  claims  Plainway  Church,  Laurel,  as  on  the  Adriatic  Sea  about  40  miles  from  Zagreb,  were  reported  burned  in  mid- 

in  Nashville  It  would  be  his  job  to  help  Any  time  they’ve  wanted  to  “make  his  home  church.  It  was  there  he  August.  But  fighting  in  the  area  has  made  it  impossible  to  assess  the  damage 
the  church  “break  through”  —  “spirit-  do”  with  what  they  had  or  to  use  short  made  a  profession  of  faith  during  a  firsthand.  Meanwhile,  many  people  continue  to  die  in  daily  clashes  in  the  con- 
ually,  atUtudinally  and  pracUcally”  —  cuts,  Riley  said,  he  held  them  to  their  revival  in  1971.  Arlington  Heists  fiict.  They  range  from  unarmed  civilians  to  Croatian  freedom  fighters,  soldiers 
to  carry  out  the  Great  Commission,  promise  to  follow  suggestions.  Church,  Pascagoula,  licensed  him  to  from  the  republic  of  Serbia  who  comprise  Yugoslavia’s  federal  army,  and  orm- 

In  January  of  this  year,  Riley  met  “We  let  Randy  plan  the  building,”  the  ministry  in  1976  while  he  was  ed  Serbian  insurgents,  or  "terrorists”  as  they’re  described  in  Croatia,  reported 
with  Eastlawn’s  leaders,  Sunday  said  the  pastor,  “down  to  the  colors.”  working  as  an  outside  machinist  for  DanicaJrgovic.  JrgovicisaChristianworkerintheCroatiancapitalof  Zagreb 
School  and  others,  for  three  days.  He  Walls  and  carpets  are  light  blue  Some  Utton  Ship  Systems  in  Pascagoula,  and  a  member  of  First  Baptist  Church  where  nightly  prayer  meeting  starts 
helped  them  to  set  new  priorities,  so  walls  have  come  down,  to  add  a  feel-  Then  Plainway  ordained  him  three  at  7  p.m.  and  continues  for  at  least  an  hour. 
th^  could  b^in  reaching  the  5,000  un-  ing  of  light  and  cheer.  A  rearrange-  years  later.  He  and  his  wife,  the 

churched  people  around  them  ‘Even  ment  of  doorways  provided  a  recep-  former  Gail  Lott,  have  two  daughters,  THAI  AG  PROGRAM  'TO  MOVE  NORTH:  The  Thailand  Baptist 

with  other  churches  nearby,  there  are  tion  area.  New  furniture  and  equip-  Rebecca  and  Angela.  Agricultural  Program  was  involved  in  three  main  projects  over  the  past  year: 

still  plenty  of  people  to  be  reached!”  ment  are  to  be  bou^t.  And  now  he  is  back  in  Pascagoula,  the  Fertilizer  As^iation  Project,  Sloping  Agricultural  Land  Technology  Ttest 

he  said.  For  the  future,  Riley  said  that  the  near  the  church  that  licens^  him.  Project,  and  the  Ruminant  Tret  Project.  In  addition,  the  ministry’s  strategy 

“Whatever  it  is,  if  Randy  believes  it  plans  include  (1)  training  leaders  (2)  Of  Elastlawn’s  member^  Riley  said,  was  reviewed  with  a  view  to  move  it  to  a  new  location  —  in  the  hills  of  Nan 
will  make  people  come  to  ^urch,  then  renovating  the  se-  “Any  bad  feeling  remaining  from  the  Province  in  north  Thailand.  T^e  Fertilizer  Association  Project  started  into 

we  will  do  it,”  said  the  pastor.  ^^^^^^^^^Hcond  floor  of  the  past  th^  have  overlooked,  and  are  its  third  year.  Three  groups  (at  Nong  Nok  Khao  with  46  members,  Thaa  Yaak 

The  first  step  set  up  by  Riley  was  children’s  build-  determined  to  go  on.  There  is  a  feel-  with  16  members,  and  Khok  Sam  Ptun  with  10  members)  continue  to  benefit 

the  renovation  of  the  children’s  ^^Ming;  and  (3)  laun-  ing  of  good  fellowship.  This  church  is  from- the  fertilizer  and  the  savings  generated.  Although  there  are  some 

building.  “Young  adults  will  go  to  a  ^■ching  a  stronger  responding  to  the  challenges  of  motorized  hand  tractors  in  use  in 'Hjailand  now,  in  addition  to  the  water  buf 

church  that  provides  for  its  children,  fV  outreach  program.  BREAKTHROUGH  with  excitement,  falo,  the  furrow  cutting  implement  for  hand  tractors  is  inefficient.  Baptist 

provides  the  right  love,  the  right  pro-  |  As  for  the  results  enthusiasm,  and  the  desire  and  deter-  Agricultural  Project  has  developed  a  more  efficient  furrow  cutter.  It  uses  dish 

gram,”  he  said.  “They  will  be  at-  iBo  f  BREAK-  mination  to  make  it  work.  They  can  blades  rather  than  fixed  plow  heads,  so  soil  does  not  bog  it  down  and  weeds 

tract^  to  that  church,  regardless  of  THROUGH  at  be  proud  of  what  they  are  doing  for  cannot  tangle  it  up.  The  evangelistic  Bible  study  with  the  group  at  Khok  Sam 

the  denomination.”  Eastlawn  to  date,  themselves,  and  also  can  attract  Phan,  which  was  started  last  year,  continues  to  meet  on  a  weekly  basis.  “The 

Walters  added,  “Young  adults  want  not  a  lot  of  num-  young  couples  with  children.”  level  of  interest  is  still  good,”  Kurt  Lawrence,  missionary,  points  out.  “Ont 

to  know  if  their  children’s  needs  will  rhav  have  been  For  more  information  about  Great  non-Christian  asked  to  borrow  a  Genesis  scripture  portion  to  review  what  hac 

be  met  at  the  church  they  choose.  ^  added.  “Seventy  Commission  BREAKTHROUGH  or  been  taught.”  'The  Ruminant  Project,  approximately  one  year  old,  was  startec 

They  are  going  to  ask  the  kids,  ‘Did  individuals  by  letter  and  24  profes-  how  to  enter  the  program,  contact  to  help  rural  Thai  people  drink  more  milk.  The  project  now  has  eight  goats 

you  have  a  go^  time?’  ”  sions  of  faith  in  three  years,”  Walters  Randy  Tompkins  at  the  state  Sunday  and  over  140  kilograms  of  milk  have  already  been  produced.  Kurt  and  Judj 

Rather  than  borrow  money  for  the  said.  Sunday  School  attendance  re-  School  Department,  Box  530,  Jackson  Lawrence  plan  to  move  to  Nan  when  they  return  from  furlough.  A  Thai  hom« 

children’s  building  project,  the  church  mains  around  100.  'The  change  has  39205  (phone  968-3800).  missionary  couple  work  there,  so  many  contacts  have  already  been  made 


mission  to  relate  the  the  BJC  “in  any  if  messengers  approve  a  recommen-  requests,  an  increase  of  more  than  $10 
manner  it  may  deem  appropriate.”  dation  that  “previous  exhibitors  which  million  over  the  1991-91  budget,  were 
The  CLC,  which  has  long  b^n  respon-  do  not  receive  convention  funds  be  presented  to  the  Program  and  Budget 
sible  for  moral  concerns  for  the  con-  placed  on  the  secondary  exhibitors  Subcommittee  and  received  as  infor- 
vention,  also  has  been  given  respon-  list.”  mation  by  the  Executive  Committee, 

sibility  for  religious  liberty  issues  as  Other  secondary  exhibitors  include  In  other  action,  the  Executive 
the  convention  has  distanced  itself  Criswell  College,  Luther  Rice  Committee: 

from  the  BJC.  Seminary,  and  Mid-America  —  Adopted  resolutions  of  apprecia- 

The  Executive  Committee  declined  Seminary.  tion  for  three  retiring  state  convention 

to  make  an  immediate  decision  on  re-  The  Executive  Committee  voted  to  leaders :  James  A.  Langl^,  executive 
quests  by  the  BJC  and  CLC  for  $381,927  convene  a  conference  to  analyze  the  director  of  the  District  of  Columbia 
on  deposit  with  the  Southern  Baptist  ^‘nature  of  the  Cooperative  Program  Convention  and  editor  of  the  Capital 
Foun^tion,  originally  allocated  as  as  it  is  now  being  interpreted”  and  to  Baptist ;  Ray  P.  Rust,  executive 
part  of  a  capital  needs  budget  item  in  develop  “proposals  for  the  future  secretary-treasurer  of  the  General 
the  1964  SBC  budget.  The  BJC  con-  enhancement  of  the  Cooperative  Pro-  Boardof  South  Carolina  Convention; 
tends  the  Foundation  has  invested  on  gram.”  and  Ernest  B.  Myers,  executive 

its  behalf.  The  CLC  maintains  the  That  conference  will  include  director-treasurer  of  Nevada 
funds  belong  to  the  Public  Affairs  representatives  of  the  Stewardship  Convention. 

Committee,  which  has  been  merged  Commission,  state  convention  ex-  —  Declined  to  act  on  nine  SBC 

by  SBC  action  into  the  CLC.  ecutive  directors,  members  of  the  referrals,  referred  one  of  the  order  of 

The  matter  received  almost  no  SBC  Inter-Agency  Council,  represen-  foreign  and  home  mission  board 
discussion  in  either  the  plenary  ses-  tatives  of  the  Program  and  Budget  reports  at  future  annual  meetings  to 
sions  of  the  Executive  Committee  or  Subcommittee’s  Budget  Planning  the  SBC  Committee  on  Order  of 
in  its  Administrative  Subcommittee.  Workgroup,  the  executive  staff  of  the  Business,  agreed  to  begin  developing 
The  recommendation  of  the  sub-  Executive  Committee,  and  other  a  recycling  program  for  future  SBC 
committee  to  study  the  matter  came  selected  leaders.  annual  meetings,  and  agreed  to  in- 

because  subcommittee  members  In  discussion  in  the  workgroup  and  elude  future  dates  of  SBC  annual 
were  concerned  that  they  did  not  have  subcommittee.  Executive  Committee  meetings  in  the  Book  of  Reports, 
all  the  information  they  needed  to  con-  members  expressed  concern  about 
sider  the  matter,  subcommittee  chair-  the  use  in  state  conventions  of  prefer- 
man  C.  Ray  Fuller  of  Illinois  said.  red  items,  budget  items  paid  before 
“Because  we  need  that  additional  Cooperative  Program  funds  are  divid- 
information  and  because  we  need  ed  through  SBC/state  ratios,  as  well 
legal  counsel”  the  matter  will  be  con-  as  plans  that  allow  Cooperative  Pro- 
sidered  by  a  committee  that  includes  gram  negative  designation  giving, 
the  Executive  Committee’s  officers.  The  Executive  Committee  received 
its  Legal  Assistance  Committee,  as  information  a  report  that  the  Pro¬ 
counsel  for  the  Executive  Committee,  gram  Workgroup  of  the  ftngram  and 
and  three  subcommittee  members :  Budget  Subcommittee  will  provide  a 
Larry  Otis  of  Mississippi,  William  three-person  task  force  to  consult  with 
Parker  of  Florida,  and  Danny  Crow  of  the  Accreditation  ’Ihsk  F'orce  of  the 
Pennsylvania.  SBC  Education  Commission  on  the 

“We  want  to  make  sure  we  have  accreditation  of  the  six  Southern  Bap- 
everything  in  our  minds  and  in  our  tist  theological  seminaries.  The 
hearts  so  we  can  protect  you  as  an  Ex-  workgroup  task  force  will  report  its 
ecutive  Committee,”  Fuller  said.  findings  to  the  Executive  Committee 
The  study  committee  will  report  its  in  its  Feb.  17 
findings  and  make  recommendation  The  workj 
on  the  matter  no  later  than  the  Feb.  from  executi 
17-19  meeting  of  the  Executive  Com-  Theological 
mittee.  However,  Fuller  said  the  com-  organizatio 
mittee’s  work  could  be  brought  before  theological 
the  Administrative  Subcommittee  in  accreditatioi 
a  special  called  meeting  before  that.  Nine^n  d 
’ftje  Baptist  Joint  Committee  will  be  institutions,  ( 


WJXN  —  JACKSON'S  PREMIER 
Christian  radio  —  Needs  sales/air 
talent.  Call  Mark  601-352-6673. 


1984  FORD  350  COACH,  23  pa¬ 
ssenger;  43,000  miles;  loaded/ 
excellent  condition.  Moorhead 
Baptist  (601)  246-5424. 


courage 


CHARTER  A  BUS  —  reasonable 
cost,  efflcient/friendly  service, 
comfortable  traveling.  Make  plans 
for  your  group,  young  or  old.  We'll 
make  your  travel  arrangements  or 
proviue  only  transportation.  For 
more  information  call  toll  free  in 
Mississippi  1-800-826-6849,  or  out  of 
sUte  1-800-654-4379  or  write  Cedar 
Hill  Charter  ^rvice,  ^x  2554, 
Laurel,  MS  39442. 


By  Howard  H.  Williams 
Matt.  14:26,  27 

We  are  all  familiar  with  the  story  of  Jesus  walking  on  the  water.  It  is  a 
wonderful  account  of  Jesus’  power  to  overcome  the  elements.  It  is  also  a  story 
that  is  like  our  own  lives.  Every  one  of  us  is  in  his  own  boat  upon  a  sea  called 
S[|||a|||||M[||^^  life  Sometimes  it  is  a  very  calm  and  peaceful  sea,  but  often 
our  lives  are  full  of  storms  and  dangerous  winds  that  cause 
us  to  be  afraid.  So  we  cling  to  the  sicli^  and  sometimes  force 
V  V  ourselves  to  the  bottom,  hoping  and  waiting  for  the  storm 

■  S  to  pass.  All  the  while,  there  is  the  silhouette  of  One  com- 

M  %>.  W  ing  to  us  on  the  water,  saying,  “Ihke  courage!” 


PARKVIEW  BAPTIST,  a  leading 
church  in  Louisiana,  is  seeking  ex¬ 
perienced  (at  least  3  years  in 
medium  to  large  setting)  Minister 
of  Education.  Send  resume  to 
Parkview  Baptist  Churach, 
Education  Search  Committee, 
11795  Jefferson  Hwy.,  Baton  Rouge, 
Louisiana  70816. 


I  I  In  the  story,  Peter  finally,  halfway  recognizes  Jesus  and 

I  1  calls  to  him  saying,  “If  it  is  you,  let  me  come  to  you.”  So 

to  prove  to  Peter  that  he  was  indeed  the  Lord  Jesus,  he  said, 

'  “Come.”  ’That  wasn’t  necessary.  Peter  did  not  have  to  get 

I  out  of  the  boat  to  know  that  it  was  Jesus.  Jesus  had  already 
Williams  proven  that  it  was  he  by  walking  on  the  water  and  by  reliev¬ 
ing  the  disciples’  fears.  But  Peter  got  out  of  the  boat 
anyway.  Peter  could  have  easily  remained  where  he  was,  but  he  chose  not 
to.  He  had  a  choice. 

Sometimes  life  doesn’t  give  us  that  choice.  Sometimes  the  storms  of  life 
become  so  fierce  that  they  literally  throw  us  out  of  the  boat.  Death,  cancer, 
divorce,  and  so  much  more  often  will  force  us  out  onto  the  sea. 

Peter  had  another  choice.  Out  of  the  boat,  he  could  sink  ...  or  walk.  ’The 
words  of  Jesus  to  take  courage,  still  in  the  minds  of  those  in  the  boat,  evidently 
were  washed  away  from  Peter  by  the  storm  and  the  waves.  So  he  began  to 
sink.  If  he  had  only  remembered  the  words  of  Jesus,  “Ihke  courage!  ”  he  could 
have  risen  above  the  waves  and  walked.  Finding  ourselves  forced  out  of  the 
boat  we  have  to  decide  —  sink  or  walk.  If  only  we  could  be  courageous.  Often, 
we  allow  fear  to  drive  us  to  the  bottom  of  our  boats.  We  don’t  even  have  the 
courage  to  row,  much  less  walk  on  the  water. 

As  you  peer  over  the  side  of  your  boat  at  the  waves  of  fear,  frustration,  uncer¬ 
tainty  —  rise  up,  grab  the  oars,  and  look  out  beyond  the  horizon.  There  is  a 
friend  who  approaches  on  the  sea  whose  silhouette  is  familiar  and  whose  face 
you  will  recognize.  Listen  closely!  There  is  a  loving  voice  calling  to 
you  . . .  “Tbke  Courage!  Take  Courage!” 

Williams  is  associate  pastor,  Northside  Church,  Clinton. 


For  Sale:  Eagle  46  Passenger 
Buses  with  Air  Condition, 
Restroom,  Reclining  Seats  —  Ex¬ 
tra  clean!  —  For  More  Informa¬ 
tion,  Call  ’Tom  Shows,  Cedar  Hill 
Charter  Service,  1-800-826-6849  (In 
Miss)  or  1-800-654-4379  (Out  of 
state). 


FOR  SALE:  'Two  PV  SP2  speak¬ 
ers,  excellent  condition.  For  more 
information  call  1-833-8367  or 
1-833-6007.  Or  write  Union  Hall 
Baptist  Church,  Route  8,  Box  455, 
Brookhaven,  MS  39601. 
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Soviet  citizens  attend  church  in  Petal 


This  group  from  Moscow,  USSR,  recently  visited  in  Petal,  and  attended  services 
at  Lynn  Ray  Road  Church.  On  Sunday  evening,  Aug.  11,  a  bilingual  service  was  held 
Rick  Booze,  visiting  evangelist,  brought  the  message  while  Natasha  Dudakov,  a  Soviet 
studying  in  the  U.S.,  translated.  It  was  the  first  time  that  some  members  of  this  group 
had  ever  heard  the  gospel.  Three  professions  of  faith  were  made  before  the  group 
returned  to  the  USSR.  The  Russian  group  brought  the  special  music  at  the  worship 
service,  and  the  Russian  songs  were  translated  into  English. 


December  6,  7,  and  8 
(Friday,  Saturday,  and  Sunday) 

First  Baptist  Church 
431  N.  State  Street 
Jackson,  Mississippi 

Presented  by  the  Sanctuary  Choir  and  Orchestra 

You  and  your  family  are  invited  to  this  Christmas  concert  that 
has  become  a  Jackson  tradition  over  the  last  21  years.  The 
joyous  music  of  Christmas  is  sung  by  the  400-voice  choir 
assisted  by  orchestra  and  drama. 


To  receive  y(Xjr  complimentary  tickets,  (xjmplete  the  informa¬ 
tion  below  and  return  to:  First  Baptist  Church — Jackson, 
P.  0.  Box  250,  Jackson,  MS  39205<0250,  ATTN:  Carois  by 
Candlelight  Tickets.  ENCLOSE  A  SELF-ADDRESSED, 
STAMPED  ENVELOPE.  Orders  that  do  not  include  a 


There  will  be  no  advance  mail-out.  This  ad  serves  as 
notice  to  all  who  want  tickets. 


Thank  you  for  sharing  Christmas  with  us. 


COMPLIMENTARY  TICKET  REQUEST  FORM 


Tickets  available  only  by  mail,  LIMIT  6  TICKETS.  Orders  cannot 
be  taken  by  phone.  The  Music  Office  does  not  handle  tickets. 

CONCERT  TIMES: 

Fri.,  Dec.  6  -  7:00  PM  Sat.,  Dec.  7  -  4:00  &  7:00  PM 

Sun.,  Dec.  8  -  4:00  &  7:00  PM 


Order  Date 


Name 


Phone 


Address 


No.  of  Tickets 


1st  Choice 


No.  of  Tickets 


2nd  Choce 


PAGE  8  BAPTIST  RECORD 


Thursday,  September  26,  1991 


names  in  the  news 


Don  McGregor,  left,  and  James  F.  YMes,  right,  have  donated  parts  of  their  libraries 
to  Book  Link,  a  program  begun  by  Owen  Cooper  of  Yazoo  City  to  provide  religious 
textbooks  and  commentaries  for  preachers  in  third  world  countries.  Book  Link  is  a 
part  of  Books  for  the  World,  which  was  initiated  to  send  textbooks  and  other  approv¬ 
ed  reading  material  of  all  areas  to  the  third  world.  Hal  Buchannan  of  Tupelo  is  direc- 
lor  of  Book  Link.  Gene  Triggs,  certter  above,  is  chairman  of  the  board  of  Books  for 
the  World.  Yates  was  Cooper’s  last  pastor  at  First  Church,  Yazoo  City.  McGregor,  editor 
emeritus  of  the  Baptist  Record,  is  writing  a  book  about  Cooper.  Triggs  worked  with 
Cooper  at  Mississippi  Chemical  Corporation  in  Yzu;oo  City.  Cooper,  who  was  presi¬ 
dent  of  Mississippi  Chemical,  died  in  1986.  McGregor's  books  are  from  the  library 
of  his  father,  who  was  a  pastor,  army  chaplain,  aruj  associational  director  of  missions 
before  his  retirement  and  death. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hector  Santana  of  Richmond  Hill,  N.Y.,  and  their  children.  Hector 
'r.  and  Alicia,  pictured,  visited  Clarke  College  recently.  The  Santanas  were  students 
A  Clarke,  1971-73.  Their  daughter,  Alicia,  is  now  a  student  at  Clarke,  having  entered 
1  the  fall  of  1990.  During  his  two  years  at  CC,  Santana  was  employed  as  a  student 
.ssistant  on  the  maintenance  staff. 

The  20th  anniversary  in  the  Tim  Johnson,  1988  graduate  of 
pastorate  of  J.  Courtney  Selvy,  will  be  Clarke  College,  is  available  for  con- 
celebrated  at  Hardy  Church,  certs  of  contemporary  Christian 
Grenada,  on  Oct.  6,  with  a  special  music.  His  programs  are  30  to  45 
worship  service  at  11  a.m.  Lunch  to  minutes  in  length.  (Ttelephone:  (504) 
follow  in  fellowship  hall.  861-0818) 

John  Searcy  is  presently  available 

Two  students  with  Mississippi  ties  for  full  or  part-time  pastorate,  in- 
recently  received  academic  scholar-  terim,  pulpit  supply,  or  revivals.  He 
ships  from  Midwestern  Seminary  for  can  be  contacted  at  (800)  476-4307. 
||HmH||||||B||||Mthe  1991-92  aca- 
^^^^^^^^Hdemic  year.  They 
include  W.  Barry 
■  ^Hj^^BCappleman  and 
K^^^^^^^IJoey  A.  Butler. 

Cappleman  re- 
^^^^^^^fceived  a  $2,000 
scholarship  from 
the  seminary  as  a 
first-year  student 
master  of 

Cappleman  divinity  degree 
program.  He  con¬ 
siders  Ripley  his  hometown  and  is  a 
1991  graduate  of  Blue  Mountain 
College. 

Butler,  a  returning  master  of  divini¬ 
ty  student,  receiv^  the  Dunwoody 
(^urch  Foundation  Scholarship.  He 
was  bom  in  Laurel  and  is  a  1988 
graduate  of  East  Texas  Baptist 
University,  Marshall,  Tncas. 


FORT  WORTH,  Texas  —  Floy 
Williams  Ferguson,  wife  of  the  fourth 
president  of  Southwestern  Seminary, 
died  Sept.  9  in  Marshall,  'Ibxas.  She 
was  93.  Memorial  services  for  Mrs. 
Ferguson  were  held  Sept.  12  on  the 
seminary  campus  with  Southwestern 
President  Rus^ll  Dilday  presiding. 
Mrs.  Ferguson  was  married  to  J. 
Howard  Williams  who  served  as 
president  of  the  seminary  from  1953 
until  his  death  in  1958.  Following  her 
husband’s  death,  she  married  Ted 
Ferguson  of  Amarillo,  Texas,  a 
longtime  friend  of  the  family.  He 
preceded  her  in  death  in  1968. 


Extension  centers  schedule  California 


classes  for  Term  II 


The  schedule  of  classes  has  been 
announced  for  Tterm  II  of  the  1991-92 
academic  year  at  the  Clinton  and 
Newton  extension  centers  of  New 
Orleans  Seminary. 

All  courses  accredited  for  the 
master  of  divinity  and  master  of  arts 
in  Christian  education  degree  pro¬ 
grams  are  held  at  Mississippi  College. 
Courses  for  the  associate  of  divinity 
degree  program  are  held  at  Clarke 
College. 

Registration  for  master’s  level 
courses  for  approved  students  only 
will  be  at  noon  Monday,  Oct.  21,  at 
Mississippi  College  Classes  will  meet 


on  Mondays,  Oct.  21  through  Dec.  16. 

Master’s  level  courses  offered  dur¬ 
ing  Term  II  will  be  “Introduction  to 
Christian  Theology”  (1-5  p.m.),  and 
“Theology  of  the  Old  Ttestament”  (6-10 
p.m.). 

Registration  for  associate’s  level 
students  already  approved  will  be  at 
2  pm.  Monday,  (5ct.  21.  Courses  taught 
will  be  “How  ^uthern  Baptists  Work 
Tjgether,”  and  “Introduction  to  the 
New  Testament.” 

For  more  information,  contact  the 
Registry  Office,  New  Orleans 
Seminary,  3939  Gentily  Blvd.,  New 
Orleans,  La.,  70126,  or  call  (504) 
282-4455,  ext.  3304. 


names  new 
editor 

FRESNO,  Calif.  (BP)  -  Mark  A. 
Wyatt,  director  of  public  relations  for 
the  California  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention,  has  been  named  editor  and 
general  manager  of  The  California 
Southern  Baptist,  newsjournal  of  the 
California  Southern  Baptist 
Convention. 

Wyatt  was  elected  by  the  CSBC  ex¬ 
ecutive  board. 

Wyatt  had  been  interim  editor  since 
former  editor  Herb  Hollinger  resign¬ 
ed  to  become  vice  president  for  Bap¬ 
tist  Press  Mar.  1. 

Since  1984  Wyatt  has  been  director 
of  public  relations  for  the  California 


Homecomings  Kilmichael  Church 

CT.  Blue  S,ri.gs<u.d»>:  sept.  Celebrate  10(Hh 

29;  Sunday  School,  9:45;  covered  dish  Kilmichael  Church,  Montgomery 
dinner,  fellowship  hall,  noon;  after-  Association,  will  celebrate  its  100th 
noon  singing,  1:30;  no  night  services;  birthday,  Sunday,  Sept.  29.  The  day’s 
Way  Barkley,  Blue  Springs,  guest  activities  will  begin  at  9:55  a.m.  for 
singer;  Lawrence  Runnek,  Starkville,  Sunday  School.  The  worship  hour 
guest  speaker;  L.  D.  (Joe)  Brown,  begins  at  11  a.m.  with  the  pastor,  Joe 
pastor.  P.  Oout  bringing  the  message  Dinner 

Antioch  (Neshoba):  Sept.  29;  ^  be  served  at  12  p.m.  The  p^am 

Emerson  Tedder,  morning  message;  sanctuary  begins  at  1:30  p.m. 

afternoon  service,  Danny  Lanier,  Hnm#*  tn 

evangelist;  Howard C^tledge,  interim  XiUlllC,  lO 

„  ..  .. . .  c  .  celebrate  50th  year 

First,  Rose  Hill  (Jasper):  Sept.  29;  ^ 

former  pastors,  John  West  and  Steve  New  Home  Church,  Lena,  will 
Pouncy,  guest  speakers;  Sunday  celebrate  its  50th  anniversary  on  Oct. 
School,  10  a.m.;  worship,  10:30;  6 at  1  p.m.  An  annual  stew  will  be  held 
covert  dish,  noon ;  1  p.m.  singing  by  o”  Cct.  5.  A  covered  dish  will  be  serv- 
Covenant  Quartet;  Keith  Bogan,  ed  in  fellowship  hall  at  noon.  Former 
pastor  pastors  will  be  on  program.  The  sing- 

Belden  (Lee):  Sept.  29;  Sunday  ing  wiU  be  by  Southern  Hearts.  Wai^ 
School,  9:45;  worship  service,  10:45  McGee  is  pastor.  The  church  is  trying 
and  6  p.m.;  Bob  Hamblin,  Tupelo,  to  locate  all  former  pastors, 
speaker;  special  music,  noon  meal,  Jtt 

fellowship;  Don  Baggett,  pastor.  llCCCiCCl.. 

Pleasant  Ridge,  Sturgis  (Oktib-  Used  eyeglasses  are  needed  for 
beha ) :  Oct.  6 ;  Simday  School,  10  a.m.,  distribution  in  Third  World  countries, 
worship,  11  a.m.,  and  5  p.m.-6  p.m.;  Contact  Olivet  Baptist  Church, 
Larry  Haggard,  pastor,  speaker;  din-  Gulfport,  or  leave  them  at  the  Gulf 
ner  in  fellowship  hall,  noon.  Coast  Association. 


Once  upon  a  time,  p^ple  saved 
their  money,  thinking  it  would  be 
worth  more  later.  —  The  Pulaski 
(N.Y.)  Democrat 


RELOCATING? 

MORGAN 

Van  Lines  Inc. 

THE  GREATEST  NAME  IN  MOVING! 


Baptist  Beliefs  .  .  . 

Religion:  more 
than  skin  deep 


ICC  MCY444M 

'CHECK  OUR  DISCOUNT  RATES  BEFORE  YOU  MOVE' 

WorldwidG  Moving 

FREE  LCXWED  AT  HWY.  45  SOUTH  SM(X 
ESTRUTES  BOONEVklE.  MISS  38829  1963 

MGHTS  SUNDHrS 

For  a  FREE  quote  can  IbU  Ffm 

1-800-43S-2Se8  728-7824 


Examptos  of  Monthly  Prtmiuma 


Malo,  Non-Smotor 


55  55  104 

65  114  221 

Premkima  and  death  banam  ramain  lixad  tor  the 
Nto  at  the  Inaurad  .  latuad  to  age  aa  Company  rtoMl 
A-f  (Supartor). 

LIFE  MSURANCE  SAVERS 
Tha  TMm  SpadaNato 


FOR  SALE:  *67  SHvnr  EagiGi  46-paM«ng«r  bus. 

Overhauled  engine  —  25,000  miles. 

First  Baptist  Church,  P.  O.  Box  780, 

Yhzoo  City,  MS  39194  (601)  746-2471 


Octobei 


5  is  (iampiis  Da\ 
at  IMON  IMVHKSI'IT 
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Revival  dates 


Hinds-Madison  sin 
retreat  at  Camn  G 


'  Standing  Pine  Church  in  Leake 
County  will  observe  Harvest  Day  on 
Sept.  29  at  10:30  a.m.  Dinner  will  be 
served  in  fellowship  hall  at  noon. 

_  Fuller  Saunders,  Jackson,  will  be 

“Disc^r  Your^raperainent  and  available.  The  cost  is  per  person  guest  speaker.  David  Grumbach  is 

^t  a  Tbvrol  on  Your  Arm  is  the  for  those  not  spen^ng  the  ni^  and  pastor.  _ _ 

for  those  who  do  spend  the  night.  Pope  Church,  Panola  County,  will  Morning  services  will  begin  10  a.m. 
^  smgla  m^try  of  Hmcte-l^dism  This  includes  all  program  costs,  have  homecoming  and  dedication  of  with  recognition  of  former  pastors, 

^^lation.  The  retreat,  to  be  held  meals,  and  facility  use.  its  new  feUowship  building.  Sept.  29.  '  '  . 

^day  and  Satur^y  Oct.  1^19,  at  Sunday  School  will  be  at  9:45  a.m.  and 

Gara^a  m  Clin^  will  fea^  Registration  must  be  made  in  ad-  WOTShip  at  U  a.m.  Dinner  will  be  serv- 
0  1*1  ®uu  tJiane  Swaim,  Little  vance  and  the  total  fee  must  be  includ-  following  morning  service  A1  afternoon  of  special  music  will  follow 
o  1*'  •  J^huck  Hampton,  Flora ;  ed  wth  the  registration.  Deadline  for  MuUan  is  pastor.  at  2  p.m. 

^*1^”**^  Hennqu^,  Jacl^n.  i^istration  is  Oct.  14.  For  additional  Brotherhood  of  Easthaven  Church  •  Pleasant  has  been  a  part  of  the 

The  pn^mmcludes  conferences,  information  call  Hinds-Madison  Richland,  will  sponsor  a  buildins  fund  Mississippi  Association  since  Oct.  13, 

group  acuities,  games,  r^reation,  ^ociation,  362-8676,  or  Barbara  BBQ  iSem  SvTunSe 

devotional  times,  and  special  music.  Rogers  assnciaH/inai  sinoles  rtinvi™-  w  S-  •'Jwey  jungie  - 

The  retreat  is  open  to  singles  from  and  member  of  Par^y  Church  ^nter^io  a^m  *'**^*k  mahes 

other  associations  as  long  as  space  is  Jackson,  3S9-3484  or  924 Jsi  ’  The^i^t  is  $5  JlatE  ^  B^jSiJi^FJilS  “ 


Mt.  Pleasant  Church,  near  Gloster, 

will  celebrate  its  centennial  Oct.  13.  White  Bluff,  Fox  worth  (Marion); 

Sept.  29-Oct.  2;  Sunday,  11  a  m.  and 
-  - ,  f:30p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Gwrge 

suiging,  guest  speakers,  old-fashioned  Lee,  evangelist;  Dudley  Williamson 
dress,  and  church  history.  and  Susan  Martin,  music;  Marvin 

Lunch  will  be  served  at  noon;  an  Graham,  pastor. 


an  UlustraUon^  fictional  Don  (Juix-  BTSR,  IVuetT  ando^er  dTvi^^^^ 
From  page  3  ot^  whom  he  d^nbed  as  an  idealist  schools,  and  non-SBC  seminaries  that 

j  followed  his  ideas  but  found  offer  “Baptist  theoliwical  education  ” 

national  meeting  is  scheduled  for  himself  standing  alone  tt,...  j 

ffiSSS 

Although  several  council  members  BTSR  and  Truett  students  while 
were  pmsed  to  voice  reactions  to  Sher-  distributing  the  rest  to  students  at 
mans  cimments.  Fellowship  mod-  other  institutions.  A  questionnaire  will 
ff®wett  cut  the  discussion  be  sent  to  a  variety  of  schools  to  deter¬ 
mine  what  needs  exist. 

Meanwhile,  guidelines  will  be 
developed  to  outline  the  criteria  and 
m^hanism  for  awarding  the  scholar¬ 
ships,  the  obligations  of  the  recipients, 

-  and  the  accountability  of  the  students 

Discussions  about  and  the  Fellowship. 

_  Literature.  A  two-pronged  ap¬ 
proach  was  adopted  by  the  literature 
ministry  group.  The  group  will  l) 
,  develop  a  tool  for  churches  to  use  in 

remain  over  the  role  of  women  and  evaluating  their  education  curricu- 
"  issues,  but  he  suggested  those  lum,  and  2)  compile  an  annotated  list 
have  eased  of  literature  options. 

‘We’re  in  a  much  better  “This  is  not  to  tell  churches  what  to 
place,  a  much  healthier  place,  than 
were  18  months  ago,”  he  said. 


^  , _ . _ ^  who  followed  his  ideas  but  found 

April  30-May  2  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas, 

r . 

(Thurch  of  Arlington,  Texas,  and  co- 
chairperson  of  the  assembly  commit¬ 
tee,  urged  Fellowship  members  to  put 
their  best  foot  forward  for  the  l^s 
meeting. 

Fellowhip  leaders  acknowledge  the  He  later  explained  his  reasons  to 
group  IS  viewed  with  suspicion  by  Associated  Baptist  Press 
many  Southern  Baptists,  even  some  “This  is  an  administrative  group” 
moderate-conservatives.  Hewett  said  of  the  Coordinating  Coun- 

“Since  this  is  the  first  time  we  will  cil.  “What  we  have  to  do  is  make  this 

meet  in  the  West,  we  feel  it  is  especial-  thing  work.”  ni _ _ 

ly  important  for  people  to  understand  philosophical  differenc^  are  tetter 
what  we’re  about,”  Wade  told  suited  for  a  retreat  setting,  he  said 
Aviated  Baptist  Press.  Hewett,  pastor  of  First  Church  of 

The  dssembly  is  being  held  in  Ibxas  Asheville,  N.C.,  predicted  tensions  will 
in  part  to  try  to  bridge  the  gap  be-  i 

tween  the  Fellowship’s  East  (Toast  other  i _ 

constituency,  which  is  viewed  as  more  tensions  a  Iready 

literal,  and  its  Southern  and  Western  somewhat. . 

constituencies,  which  are  seen  as 
more  conservative. 

A  scientific  survey  of  people  who 
participated  in  the  Fellowship’s  May  building 


Preview  college  for  a  day. 
October  5  Campus  Day  Sdiedule 

1:00  R^stration 
1:30  Welcome 

2:00-4:00  Campus  Activity 
Meet  the  bculty 
Campus  Tours 
Drama  Presentations 
Music  Presentations 
Creek  &  Club  Displays 
Greek  Olympics 
4:00-6:00  Food  Fare 
6:00  Jerome  Olds  Concert 


“This  is  not  to  tell  churches  what  to 
we  use  but  to  tell  them  what  is  out  there,” 

He  acknowledged  the  difficulty  of  N.C.,  chairperson  of  the  literature 
consensus  among  the  group.  “For  so  long  we  simply  blind- 
convocation  supp^  some  of  th^e  Fellowship’s  various  constituents  but  ly  did  what  came  out  of  Nashville” 
distinctions,  although  researcher  added,  “I  think  we’re  going  to  hold  it  —  Uity.  CouncU  members  heard 
Nancy  Arnmerman,  a  council  together.”  plans  for  establishing  a  resource 

greatly  encouraged  by  this  center,  which  vrould  piwide  laity  with 
of  degre^  not  kin£’  mreting,”  he  Mid.  information  on  the  §BC  contrwersy, 

^  council  heard  reports  from  Baptist  distinctives,  and  the  FeUow- 
wtimated  6,000  people  who  attended  ministry  groups  working  in  several  ship’s  three  funding  plans, 
toe  May ^ meeting  came  from  1,555  areas:  “The  laity  is  not  informed”  said 

chiffch«  in  M  state  About  20%  of  the  —  Ethics  and  public  policy^  The  Carolyn  Hale  of  Georgetown,  Ky,  co- 
cnurches  with  1,000  or  more  council  has  “entered  into  conversation  chairperson  of  the  ministry  group  for 
members  were  represented  at  the  with”  the  Baptist  Center  for  Ethics,  a  equipping  the  laity  “Many  of  the 
meeting,  said  Arnmerman,  a  pro-  new  moderate-conservative  agency  clergy  have  sheltered  them  from 
f^orof^iologyatEmoryUniver-  based  in  Nashville,  Tenn.  “It’s  no  what^  been  going  on  ” 

•  ..  secret  they  would  like  some  official  'The  laity  group  also  wUI  encourage 

wtiiie  32%  of  participants  said  they  relationship  (with  the  Fellowship),  churches  to  form  denominational 
want  to  explore  new  alternatives  for  financial  and  otherwise,”  said  Layne  relations  committees  Hale  said 
denominational  participation  within  Smith  of  Fayetteville,  Ark.,  co-  Council  members  voted  to  expand 
toejxwthern  Baptist  Convention,  59%  chairperson  of  the  ethics  and  public  the  five  ministry  groups  currSiUy 
said  toeywwld  explore  alternatives  policy  ministry  group.  composed  of  nine  council’  members, 

outoide  the  SBC  as  well  The  ethics  group  has  been  invited  to  to  include  up  to  six  additional  people 

tensions  between  the  various  lead  a  session  or  workshop  at  the  who  do  not  serve  on  the  council, 
moderate-conservative  groups  that  BCE’s  first  seminar  in  February,  Nominations  were  submitted  by  each 
conipriM  the  Fellowship  surfaced  oc-  council  members  were  told.  The  ministry  group  and  approved. 
Msionally  during  the  council’s  three-  ethics  group  was  authorized  to  par-  'The  council’s  search  committee  for 
day  session.  ticipate,  although  no  decision  has  yet  an  executive  director  gave  a  progress 

^n  emotional  appeal  near  the  end  been  made.  report  of  its  work.  After  lengthy 

01  ^  meeting,  Cecil  Sherman,  pastor  Council  members  discussed  what  discussion,  the  council  voted  to  use  the 
Of  B^dway  Church  in  Fort  Worth,  relationship  to  pursue  with  BCE  and  job  title  of  “coordinator”  for  the  pur- 
cautioned  council  members  not  to  be  other  ethics  organizations.  Cecil  Sher-  pose  of  the  search.  The  deadline  for 
^tracted  by  any  other  agenda  man  said  the  Fellowship  should  have  applications  and  recommen^tions 
D^des  Baptist  distinctives.  a  special  affinity  for  the  BCE  and  was  set  as  Nov.  1. 

^  “women’s  matter,”  generational  other  organizations  that  are  products  Warner  is  editor  of  Associated  Bap- 

differences,  and  tensions  between  of  “the  same  thoughts,  sorrows,  and  list  Press. 

Baptiste  east  and  west  each  could 
potentially  derail  the  fledgling 
Fellowship,  he  warned. 


For  more  information,  call  the  Office  of 
Admissions  at  (901)  668-1818. 


$5  Regtstrmtion  Pee  includes  concert 
admission  and  dinner  at  the  Food  Fare. 


MEDICARE  SUPPLEMENT 

100%  Coverage 
Pre-existing  condition 
covered  immediateiy. 

No  waiting  periods 

•  Pays  100%  of  hospital  deductibles 

•  Pa^  all  hospital  expenses  Medicare  doesn’t  pay 

•  Pa^  100%  of  doctor’s  deductibles  and  all  excess  doctor 
charges  not  paid  by  Medicare 

•  Pays  100%  of  private  room 

•  Pa^  on  private  duty  nurse 

•  Pa^  on  prescription  drugs 

(Long  term  cere  also  available) 

For  full  details  return  coupon  today! 

>  mm  mm  ev  mm  ^m  mm  mm  mm  earn  mm  ^m  am  mm  ^m  ^m  mm  ^m  mm  ^m  ^m  ^m  mm  mm  ^m  mm  mm  emm  mm  ^m 

E.  F.  Hutton  Agency 

P.  O.  Box  26 
Clinton,  MS  39060 
Telephone  924-2300 


True  friendship  is  like  sound  health, 
the  value  of  it  is  seldom  known  until 
it  is  lost.  —  Charles  (Taleb  Colton 
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Crouch  to  raise  money 


Staff  changes 


State  presidents  elect 
layman  from  Illinois 


Mack  Mason,  originally  from  the  Colonial  Heights  Church,  Jackson, 
Jackson  County  area,  has  accepted  has  called  Richard  Powell  as  pastor, 
the  call  as  youth  minister  for  Ridglea  effective  Sept.  29.  For  the  past  four 
Heights  Church,  Escatawpa.  He  is  years  Powell  was 


for  Richmond  seminary 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (ABP)  —  Henry  Crouch’s  position. 

Crouch,  pastor  of  Providence  Church  The  church  voted  Aug.  18  to  approve 
in  Charlotte,  N.C.,  will  join  the  staff  of  a  retirement  package  for  Crouch  that 
the  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  at  will  continue  his  salary  and  insurance 
Richmond  as  director  of  development  through  September  1993.  Crouch,  63, 
Nov.  1.  has  been  pastor  at  Providence  Church 

Crouch  will  direct  all  external  fund-  for  23  years, 
raising  efforts  for  the  nwsemiMry,  Crouch  previously  was  pastor  of 
which  IS  seeking  to  budd  its  endow-  in  North  Carolina, 

Mississippi,  and  Kentucky.  He  is  a 
in  (^lotte,  wth  Richmond  staff  pro-  graduate  of  Mars  Hill  College,  Wake 
viAngadminist^ivesup^rt  university,  and  Southern 

Tom  Graves,  BTSR  president,  said 
Crouch  will  be  “an  invaluable  asset  to 

this  school  at  a  crucial  point  in  its  Trustees  of  BTSR  are  expected  to 
young  life.”  Graves  also  praised  Pro-  affirm  Crouch’s  hiring  at  Uieir  Oct. 
vidence  Church,  which  is  funding  14-15  meeting  in  Richmond. 


«  licensed  and  or-  The  group  meets  three  tunes  a  year, 

.  dained  to  the  in  February,  June,  and  September, 

^  ministry  by  First  coinciding  with  the  meeting  of  the 

Church  of  Spartan-  Southern  Baptist  Convention  Ex- 

burg,  S.C.  ecutive  Committee. 

Powell  is  a  The  group  heard  a  report  from  John 
Powell  graduate  of  Fur-  Greever,  president  of  the  State  Con- 

man  University,  GreenvUle,  S.C.;  vention  of  Baptists  in  Indiana,  regar- 
Southwestern  Seminary,  Fort  Worth,  ding  what  his  state  convention  is  do- 
Texas;  and  Luther  Rice  Seminary,  ing  to  prepare  for  the  SBC  annual 
Jacksonville,  Fla.  meeting  in  Indianapolis  next  June. 

The  presidents  also  discussed  issues 
affecting  their  states ; 

Tim  Myers  has  been  called  as  Co(q)erative  Program,  state  conven- 
pastor  of  Shubuta  Church,  Clarke  tion/internal  entity  relationships,  and 
Association,  effective  Oct.  6.  Myers  home  and  foreign  mission 
and  wife  Rebecca  have  one  daughter,  partnerships. 

For  the  past  three  years  at  the  June 
prayer  breakfast,  SBC  institution  and 
agency  heads  and  former  state 
presidents  and  SBC  officers  are  in¬ 
vited  by  the  presidents  to  attend. 
‘Ttot  meeting  is  usually  very  well  at¬ 
tended  and  is  a  good  time  of 
fellowship,”  said  Eddie  Hamilton, 
pastor  of  Oak  Forest  Church, 
Jackson,  Miss.,  and  out-going 
fellowship  president. 

Osborn  is  an  ordained  deacon  of 
Woodland  Church  in  Peoria.  He  and 
his  wife,  Susan  Ann,  have  three 
daughters. 


m  M  Oglesbee 

f  »  previously  served 

as  pastor  of 
Diamondhead  and 
^  ^  .  Lawrence  church- 

,,  es.  He  is  a 

graduate  of  Mis- 

-  sissippi  State 

riS  mm  University  and 

Oglesbee  Orleans  Sem¬ 
inary.  Grace  Memorial  Church, 

David  Griffin  began  as  new  pastor  Coast  Association,  has  called  Gary 
of  Zama  Church,  Attala  Association,  Dover  as  minister  of  music  and  youth. 
“  ■■  ■  _  ’  f  He  moved  from  Philadelphia  and 

New  Orleans  Seminary.  began  his  ministry  on  Sept.  22. 

Conference  to  offer  models 
for  urban,  rural  ministries 

ATLANTA  —  Effective  models  of  Tenn.;  Wilbur  Hawkins,  Lower 
both  urban  and  town  and  country  Mississippi  Delta  Development  Corn- 
ministries  will  be  shared  with  church  mission;  and  John  Savage,  LEAD 

Consultants,  Inc.,  Reynoldsburg,  Ohio 
Frank  Pollard,  pastor  of  First 
Church  of  Jackson,  present  his  vi- 
“Reaching  People  Left  Behind”  will  sion  for  the  church.  Frank  Gunn, 
be  Uie  theme  of  tte  conference  which  pastor  of  First  Church  of  Biloxi,  and 
He  holds  ~a  bachelor  of  science  will  focus  on  ministry  among  people  former  rural  pastor,  will  contrast 
de^ee  from  Mississippi  State  Univer-  in  the  Mississippi  River  delta.  'The  leadership  styles  of  pastors  in  urban 
sity  and  a  master  of  divinity  degree  meeting  will  include  joint  sessions  as  and  rural  settings, 
from  Southwestern  Seminary  in  Fort  well  as  separate  seminars  for  leaders  Registration  cost  is  $20.  To  register 
Worth,  Tbxas.  He  is  enrolled  this  sum-  of  town  and  country  and  metropolitan  or  gain  informaticm,  contact  Jerry 
mer  in  the  hospital  practicum  in  churches.  Pounds,  New  Orleans  Seminary,  3939 

clinical  medical  ethics  at  the  Univer-  Three  of  the  cimference  speakers  in-  GentiUy  Blvd.,  New  Orleans,  LA  70126 

sity  of 'Tennessee  Medical  Center  at  elude  Michael  Carter,  Carson  (h*  (504)  282-4455.  For  additional  infor- 
Knoxville.  Newman  College,  Jefferson  City,  matioff,  contact  (Cooperative  Missions 

Moore  writes  for  CLC.  Department,  Mississif^i  Baptist  Con¬ 

vention  Boai^  P.  0.  Box  530,  Jackson, 
MS  39205,  or  phone  (601)  968-3800. 

AUTUMN  FEST  The  conference  is  sponsored  by  the 

Home  Mission  Board,  the  six 

From  page  3  Ij&y  VlStfl,  OllOXl,  Will  Southern  Baptist  seminaries.  Greater 

speaker,  and  writer,  will  speak  each  obsCFVe  30th  VeRF  Orleans  Association,  and  the 

evening  on  the  retreat  theme,  ‘The  ^  state  conyrabots  in  Louisiana,  Arkan- 

Power  to  Bless.”  Bay  Vista  (Church,  Biloxi,  will  Mississippi,  and  Tennessee. 


CLd  board  OKs  Mitchell; 
observers  for  BJC  meeting 

By  Louis  Moore 

NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  Trustees  of  Parham,  who  resigned  from  the  (CLC  *  j  *  • 

the  (Christian  Life  Commission  have  effective  Sept.  1  to  head  the  new  Bap-  ^’’^duate  ot 

unanimously  approved  the  nomina-  tist  Center  for  Ethics,  which  seeks  to  "  “  ’ 

tion  of  Ben  Mit-  align  with  the  Cooperative  Baptist 
^  chell  as  the  agen-  FeUowship.  Parham  was  the  (CLC’s 

cy's  director  of  director  of  hunger  and  drug  concerns 
^  biomedical  and  life  and  race  relations. 

#  issues  and  voted  to  Medical-ethical  issues  include 

only  a  staff  genetic  engineering,  artificial  in- 
member  as  an  ob-  semination,  fetal  tissue  experimenta- 
server  to  the  up-  tion  and  transplantatimi,  abortion,  the 
1  coming  board  allocation  of  medical  resources,  orgw 

meeting  of  the  donation/transplantation,  AIDS,  in-  leaders  during  a  church  growth  con- 
Baptist  Joint  Com-  formed  consent,  medical  confiden-  ference  Dec.  9-11  at  New  Orleans 
.Mitchell  mittee  on  Public  tiality,  euthanasia,  advanced  direc-  Seininai7. 

Affairs.  tives  and  living  wills,  death  and  dy 


9  Day 

HOLT  LAND  TOUR 


Fulfill  your  lifetime  dream  to 
"Walk  in  the  steps  of  Jesus”  in 
Galilee,  Judea,  Jerusalem  with 
outstanding  Mississippi  Pas¬ 
tors/Bible  Teachers. 

Departures: 

Dec.  26,  Dec.  30.  Jan.  6 

Extensions  to: 

Egypt.  Rome 
Athens/Corlnth 


BlbleLand  Travel 

1204  S.  3rd.  Louisville.  KY  40203 
Phone  1-800-325-6708 
Write  or  call  for  brochure/details. 
Visit  Israd  now. 


SAVE  ON  MEDICARE  SUPPLEMENT 

*  100%  Part  A  Deductible  Covered 

*  100%  Part  B  Deductible 

*  100%  Part  B  Based  on  Difference  Between 
Amount  Paid  by  Medicare  and  the  Actual  Charge 

*  No  Waiting  Period  for  Pre-Existing  Conditions 

Preferred  Medicare  Supplement  Insurance  ‘Form  IMP-9279 

Exdutions  and  Limitalione  Apply.  Not  Connsdsd  with  Msdicars  or  any  Oovammanl  Agancy. 


$103.55 


Undarwfitlan  by  Plonaar  Lite  Insuranca  Company  of  Minote.  Rockford.  IHinioa  61101 

For  more  information; 

Call  TOLL  FREE  OR  Mail  to: 

1-800-924-4612  William  Q.  Stavans  Inauiance  Co. 

Lopal  phone:  981-8355  F-  O.  Box  13803 

Jackaon,  M8  39236 

_  A  Licensed  Insurance  Agent  Will  Contact  Vbu 


Revival  dates 


Southern  Hills,  Jackson:  Sept,  and  Sat.,  7  p.m. ;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and 
29-Oct.  2;  Sunday,  6  p.m. ;  Mon.-W^.,  6:30  pm. ;  Bryce  Evans,  Wilmer,  Ala., 
7  p.m.;  Jack  Inman,  Mathiston,  professor  at  Mobile  College, 
evangelist;  Mike  Smith,  music.  evangelist;*  Ronald  Fulton, 

Philadelphia,  music;  Keith  Fulton, 
County  Line,  Union:  Oct.  4-6;  FH.  pastor. 
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God  judges  Ahab:  defeat  and  death 


sooner  and  really  mean  it. 

Ill.  Ahab’s  Defeat  and  Death  <I  Kings  22). 
Ahab  did  not  defeat  Syria  when  he  had  the  op¬ 
portunity  so  the  enemy  came  back  to  attack 
him  and  finally  kill  him  Ahab  thought  to  avoid 
death  by  disguising  himself,  for  the  soldiers 
would  seek  to  kill  the  king  first.  Jehoshaphat 
went  into  battle  in  his  royal  robes  and  the  Lord 
protected  him  but  Ahab  in  his  disguise  was 
slain.  Verse  34  indicates  that  the  soldier  shot 
the  arrow  without  even  aiming,  yet  the  Lord 
directed  it  to  its  proper  target.  When  the  judg¬ 
ment  of  the  Lord  is  about  to  fall,  no  devices  or 
disguises  a  man  uses  will  protect  him.  Israel 
lost  the  battle  and  also  lost  her  king.  The  king 
was  buried  at  Samaria.  The  bloody  chariot  was 
washed  out  at  the  pool  and  the  dogs  licked  the 
blood  as  God  had  promised  ( 1  Kings  20 ;  42  and 
21:19). 

King  Ahab  was  a  great  soldier  who  could 
have  led  Israel  to  victory  and  peace  had  he 
followed  the  Lord  in  truth  but  his  alliance  with 
Baal  worship  and  the  evil  influence  of  his 
godless  wife  brought  him  defeat.  His  22  years 
of  reign  only  led  the  nation  farther  away  from 
God. 

Turner  is  pastor.  Parkway  Church,  Natchez. 


II.  Ahab's  Deception  <I  Kings  21).  The  sin 
(VV.  1-16).  The  heart  of  the  wicked  is  constant¬ 
ly  lusting  after  things  and  even  the  king  is  not 
satisfied  in  his  empty  idolatry.  Now  he  covets 
his  neighbor’s  vineyard  and  “p^ts”  because  his 
neighlwr  will  not  disobey  the  word  of  God  and 
give  it  to  him.  (See  Leviticus  25:23  and 
Numbers  36:7).  Queen  Jezebel  solves  the  prob¬ 
lem  by  bringing  false  witnesses  against  Naboth, 
forging  letters  in  her  husband’s  name  and 
hiding  the  entire  undertaking  under  the  guise 
of  a  religious  fast! 

Naboth  was  stoned  to  death,  an  innocent  man. 
just  to  satisfy  the  lust  of  King  Ahab  and  his  Baal 
worshipping  wife.  ‘The  heart  is  deceitful  above 
all  things  and  desperately  wicked.  Who  can 
know  it?”  (Jeremiah  17:9). 

The  Judgment  ( VV.  17-29).  God  knew'  all  that 
had  happened  and  he  sent  Elijah  to  settle  mat¬ 
ters  with  the  wicked  king.  “Has  thou  found 
me?”  asked  Ahab,  reminding  us  of  Numbers 
32:23.:  “Be  sure  your  sins  will  find  you  out.”  Eli¬ 
jah  announces  doom  to  the  household  of  Ahab 
and  in  a  short  time  his  prophesies  come  tirue 
(II  Kings  9:10).  The  king  humbled  himself 
before  Uie  Lord  so  the  Lord  postponed  the 
punishment.  It  is  a  pity  men  do  not  repent 


s  wonderful  grace 


is  walking  in  the  constraint  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  as  he  did  unto  us.” 

not  in  nnhririlfvl  indulg«)ce.  “Shall  we  continue  Peter  picks  up  the  basic  doctrine  of  grace 
in  sin  that  grace  may  abound.  God  forbid.  How  consistent  throu^out  the  New  Ttestament  in 

shall  we,  that  are  dead  to  sin,  live  any  longer  verse  11,  “We  believe  that  through  the  grace  of 
therein?”  (Romans  6:1,  2).  Grace  is  not  a  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  we  shall  be  saved.”  There 
license,  but  it  is  a  discipline  are  three  basic  points  to  this  doctrine:  (1) 

Do  not  make  grace  anything  less  than  it  is  Grace  as  the  source  of  the  pardon  of  sin.  We  are 
(Acts  15:7-11).  justified  before  God  through  Jesus  Christ.  (2) 

Grace  for  the  (Christian  has  been  described  Grace  as  the  motive  of  the  plan  of  salvation, 
as  “God’s  Riches  At  Christ’s  Expense.”  That  “God  . . .  hath  blessed  us  with  all  spiritual 
acrostic  is  another  way  of  describing  the  blessings  in  heavenly  places  in  Christ  Jesus.” 
unmerited  love  of  God  for  man.  (jk)d  has  (Ephesians  1:3)  (3)  Grace  as  the  guarantee  of 
forgiven  me  of  all  of  my  sin,  that’s  grace  the  preservation  of  the  saints.  “Who  are  kept 
God’s  grace  is  difficult  to  understand  for  by  the  power  of  God  through  faith  unto  salva- 
many  people  today  because  of  the  attitude  they  tion.”  (I  Peter  1:5). 

assume  before  God.  J.  I.  Packer,  in  Knowing  One  of  our  missionaries  years  ago  was  try- 
God,  describes  four  things  that  complicate  a  ing  to  lead  an  elder  tribesman  in  the  Philippines 
clear  faith  in  God’s  grace:  (1)  Man’s  high  opi-  to  faith  in  Christ.  The  old  man  simply  could  not 
nion  of  himself.  “I’m  a  fairly  good  fellow.”  (2)  accept  the  thought  that  he  could  be  forgiven  for 
The  tendency  to  ignore  evil  if  it  doesn’t  affect  life’s  mistakes  without  making  a  sacrifice  or 
himself.  (3)  The  spiritual  impotence  of  man,  yet  giving  something  in  return.  But  one  day  when 
with  a  tendency  to  put  God  in  a  position  where  he  tried  to  present  the  missionary  with  the  gift 
He  can’t  say  no.  (4)  A  confused  idea  of  the  of  a  precious  black  pearl  for  years  of  kindness 
sovereignty  (rf  God.  “God  is  obligated  to  love  me  extended  to  him,  he  began  to  understand. 

even  thou^  I  don’t  deserve  it  because  he  is  a  missionary  knew  the  old  man’s  son  had  died 
loving  God.”  trying  to  bring  that  pearl  to  the  surface  from 

Peter,  Paul,  and  Barnabas  certainly  would  do  deep  in  the  ocean.  The  missionary  tried  to 
nothing  to  lessen  the  importance  <rf  the  price  refuse  the  gift  at  first,  but  when  the  elder 
paid  to  make  (jlod’s  grace  available  Grace  tribesman  insisted,  the  missionary  exiriained 
would  be  understood  as  (jod’s  goodness  to  per-  Jesus  had  given  his  life  that  the  old  man  might 
sons  who  deserve  only  severity.  Verse  8,  “And  have  life  Then  the  elder  tribesman  understood 
God,  which  knoweth  the  hearts  (Gentiles),  bare  and  accepted  God’s  grace 
them  witness,  giving  them  the  Holy  Ghost,  even  Young  is  pastor.  First.  Greenville. 


Pray  for  spiritual  renewal  and  strength 


important.  Jesus  prayed  me  same  prayer  mai  nigni  uire 

Jesus  prayed  that  he  would  have  the  strength  times.  If  Christ,  our  Savior,  God’s  Son,  aske 
to  do  his  Father’s  will.  He  knew  what  to  do.  Most  for  spiritual  strength  so  many  times,  so  shoul 
of  us  do.  He  asked  for  strength,  to  accept  that  we  1  do  not  believe  that  this  gives  us  some  typ 
will.  We  should  all  do  that.  It  is  one  thing  to  of  “spiritual  formula”  for  everlasting  ha| 
know,  but  quite  another  to  do.  piness.  I  do  believe  that  this  simply  reaffirn 

We  are  often  confnmted  by  decisions  that  de-  that  we  should  be  constant  in  our  prayer  lif 
mand  our  utmost  attention.  It  is  during  these  day  to  day. 

times  that  we  should  be  on  bended  knee  seek-  IV.  Prayer  for  spiritual  strength  even  in  oi 
ing  strength  from  above  to  follow  God.  most  trying  hours  (vv.  45-46). 

III.  Praying  for  spiritual  strength  and  not  When  it’s  the  darkest  moment  in  our  live 
forgetting  to  do  it  again  (v.  42-44).  God’s  strength  may  be  felt  the  most.  I  belie 

Practice  makes  perfect,  or  so  we  are  told,  had  there  been  no  Gethsemane,  there  wou 
This  is  not  always  true  However,  when  it  comes  have  been  no  Calvary,  no  tomb,  no  resurrectio 
to  praying  for  spiritual  strength,  we  should  ask  and  no  salvation  for  my  sins, 
constantly.  Whoever  said,  “I  pray  about  it  and  May  God  lead  us  to  pray  when  the  night 
then  forget  it,”  may  have  come  off  very  dark. 

spiritual,  but  I  believe  they  missed  the  boat.  Dobson  is  pastor.  Collins  Church,  Collins. 


By  Don  Dobson 
Matthew  26:36-46 

There  are  times  in  our  lives  when  we  all  need 
more  For  some,  it’s  more  money.  For  others, 
it’s  mwe  space  Pw  the  tired,  it’s  more  rest.  Yfet, 

Bfor  most  of  us,  we  have  stood 
close  to  the  need  for  more 
strength.  Not  physical 
strength,  although  that  is 
very  important  to  our 
health,  rather  a  renewed 
spiritual  strength.  We  all  get 
down  in  the  dumps  of  life  for 
various  reasons.  Many  of  us 
feel  weak  and  defeated  as 
we  muddle  through  a  life 
that  is  less  than  enjoyable. 
Christ  gives  us  a  vivid  ex¬ 
ample  concerning  the  importance  of  seeking 
spiritual  renewal  and  strength.  The  setting  is 
the  Garden  of  Gethsemane  Tlie  time  is  tot 
prior  to  his  crucifixion.  Here,  Jesus  prayw  for 
spiritual  strength.  You  and  I  can  follow  this  ex¬ 
ample  by . . . 

I.  Praying  for  spiritual  strength  in  times  of 
grief  and  distress  (vv.  36-38). 


LIFE  AND  WORK 


I  suppose  we  all  have  had  times  in  our  lives 
when  our  souls  have  been  vexed.  It  is  a  very 
go<xl  word.  Vex  means  to  harass,  or  to  cause 
great  grief  and  distress.  I  have  a  very  good 
friend  whose  wife  tells  him  constantly  not  to  vex 
her  soul.  She  means  it,  too. 

Here,  we  find  the  Christ  with  a  deeply  vexed 
soul.  He  is  grieving.  He  is  distressed.  He  is  hurt¬ 
ing.  Jesus  realizes  the  pain  and  suffering  he 
must  endure.  He  seeks  the  only  answer 
available  Christ  communes  with  his  Father.  He 
prays  for  strength. 

During  those  vexing  times  of  life,  we  should 
It’s  not  always  easy. 


Dobson 


pray  for  spiritual  strength, 
but  it  is  always  right. 

II.  Praying  for  spiritual  strength  to  know  and 
do  God’s  will  (v.  39). 

No  one  said  it  would  be  easy.  How  many  times 
have  we  heard  that?  Obviously,  there  are  many 
difficult  days  ahead  for  most  of  us.  lb  know  the 
will  of  God  at  these  points  in  life  is  extremely 
important,  lb  do  the  will  of  God  is  vitally 


ENROLLMENT  JUMPS  AT  WILLIAM  CAREY:  Pall  1991  preliminary 
enrollment  on  William  Carey’s  three  campuses  totals  1,620  students,  an  in¬ 
crease  of  over  20%  compared  to  1990.  An  under^duate  enrollment  gain  of 
40%  in  Hattiesburg  leads  the  1991  gains,  followed  by  increases  of  17%  and  9% 
in  Gulfport  and  New  Orleans. 


The  tear  bottle 


by  Anne  Washburn  McWilliams 


By  Guy  A.  Hughes 

‘‘Put  thou  my  tears  into  thy  bottle”  (Psalm  56:8) 

I  ran  across  this  interesting  object  in  the  Old  Testament  the  other  day  — 
the  tear  bottle.  Now  I  have  heard  of  collecting  baseball  cards,  stamps,  coins, 
and  other  various  items,  but  never  have  I  heard  of  anyone  collecting  tears. 
However,  this  was  a  biblical  custom. 

In  Persia  and  in  Egypt,  tears  were  wiped  from  the  cheeks  and  the  eyes  of 
the  mourner  and  were  stored  in  a  tear  bottle,  where  they  were  carefully 
preserved.  The  custom  was  probably  based  on  the  belief  that  these  tears  would 
prove  to  God  that  the  person  had  b^n  righteous  during  his  lifetime  and  that 
God  would  reward  him.  That  such  a  belief  existed  seems  to  be  proven  by  the 
S  f  JT  fact  that  the  individual’s  tear  bottle  was  buried  with  him  at  death.  Tear  bot- 

i  ^  m  mJ  m  r  ties  have  been  found  in  many  of  the  ancient  tombs  of  Egypt  and  elsewhere 

n|s  4  J  in  the  Bible  lands. 

BH’y  jH  ■  David’s  account  in  Psalm  56  came  at  a  particularly  disturbing  time  in  his 

UK  9  W  \  life.  While  fleeing  from  King  Saul,  David  was  captured  by  his  nation’s  worst 

n  r  ”  enemy,  the  Philistines.  This  psalm  was  written  in  captivity  and  David  asked 

^  K  f  r  God  to  store  his  tears  since  he  did  not  have  a  tear  bottle  of  his  own.  He  asked 

***  *  **  the  Lord  to  keep  his  tears  in  the  divine  record  book. 

VOLUNTEER  —  Mission  Service  Corps  The  account  in  Luke  7:36-50  has  often  puzzled  Bible  readers.  While  Jesus 
volunteer  Renee  Kaur,  left,  develops  rela-  ate  at  Simon’s  house,  a  woman  “stood  at  his  feet  behind  him  weeping,  and 
tionships  in  order  to  present  the  gospel  began  to  wash  his  feet  with  tears,  and  did  wipe  them  with  the  hairs  of  her 
to  international  students  at  the  Universi-  head,  and  kissed  his  feet,  and  anointed  them  with  ointment.”  How  could  a 
ty  of  South  Carolina  in  Columbia.  Kaur,  woman  shed  enough  tears  to  wash  a  person’s  feet? 
a  native  of  Nairobi.  Kenya,  ministers  It  is  possible  that  the  woman  brought  her  bottle  of  tears  to  Jesus.  These 
among  the  1500  internationals  at  the  tears,  saved  during  her  lifetime,  were  the  symbol  of  her  sorrow.  She  washed 
university  and  the  700-plus  Asian  Indians  Christ’s  feet  with  her  tears  —  an  act  which  was  meaningful  to  the  woman 
in  the  Columbia  area.  Kaur  is  one  of  1575  and  also  to  Jesus.  She  gave  her  most  precious  treasures  —  her  tears  and  the 
Mission  Sen/ice  Corps  volunteers  assign-  box  of  costly  ointment  or  perfume  —  to  Christ. 

ed  by  the  Southern  Baptist  Home  Mission  It  will  be  wonderful  when  “God  will  wipe  away  all  tears”  ( Rev.  21:4).  Then 
Board  for  service  across  America.  For  in-  there  “shall  be  no  more  death,  neither  sorrow,  nor  crying.”  — 
formation  on  volunteer  opportunities  call  Tears  and  tear  bottles  will  be  gone  forever. 

Your  light  is  your  own.  No  one  else  fbe  Home  Mission  Board’s  toll-free  Remember  this  the  next  time  you  shed  a  tear.  —  Reprinted  from  “The 

can  shine  like  you  do.  No  one  else  can  number:  1-800-HMB-VOLS.  Lamplighter,”  Friendship  Church,  Grenada.  Hughes  is  pastor, 

give  the  testimony  that  can  come 
from  your  lips  and  your  life.  He  that 
foveth  not  knoweth  not  God,  for  God 


ouse 


Child  abuse  troubles  students, 
college  magazine  survey  reveals 


trfc  that  study,  55%  checked  child  abuse  checked“guidelinesforChristianliv- 

ivcy  XC/OA/14.C  from  a  list  of  27  items  as  a  moral  issue  ing.”  Just  under  30%  checked  “iner- 

£  ^  £  la.  which  concerned  them.  rant,  infallible”  and  21.6%  checked 

lanilly  meniDerS  ironi  cults  other  societal  concerns  freguenUy  “authoritative.” 

•'  checked  by  The  Student  readers  in-  That  less  one-third  of  the  student 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (BP)  —  Main-  who  is  dabbling,  they  need  informa-  eluded:  abortion,  45.1%;  the  respondentschecked“inerrant,in- 
taining  communication  is  the  key  to  tion  right  away.”  homeless,  29.5% ;  poverty,  28.7% ;  drug  fallible”  as  representative  of  their 

helping  family  members  or  friends  Well-meaning  family  members  abuse,  28.7%;  world  peace,  28.1%;  view  of  the  Bible  does  not  mean  they 
lur^  into  cults,  Thl  Davis  and  Paul  must  be  careful  not  to  reinforce  what  drunk  driving,  26.3% ;  racism,  25.7% ;  do  not  have  “reverence  and  respect” 
Blizardsay.  Blizard  calls  “the  martyr  complex.”  AIDS,  25.7%;  and  hunger,  24.4%.  for  Scripture,  Hughes  said.  “I  think  it 

Davis  is  associate  director  of  inter-  Most  cults  teach  that  their  members  Hughes  said  the  questionnaire  was  suggests  that  many  students  do  not 
faith  witness  with  the  Home  Mission  must  band  together  because  they  are  published  in  the  September  1990  issue  understand  the  terminology  of  iner- 
Brard  in  Atlanta.  Blizard  is  pastor  of  being  persecuted  by  the  rest  of  of  the  magazine,  and  results  have  ap-  rancy  and  infallibility,”  he  explained. 
First  Church  in  Fairdale,  Ky,  and  a  society.  peared  sporadically  throughout  1991  Hughes  also  said  the  high  percen- 

former  Jehovah’s  Witness.  “Reinforcing  the  idea  that  they’re  editions.  Complete  results  were  tage  of  respondents  choosing 

“The  most  important  element  in  a  being  persecuted  can  further  en-  shared  with  state  student  directors  at  “gpidelines  for  Christian  living”  as 
family’s  response  is  to  maintain  the  trench  them  in  the  group,”  he  says.  In  the  1991  Glorieta  Student  Conference  representative  of  their  view  of  the  Bi¬ 
level  of  communication  with  the  per-  the  end,  prayer  is  the  best  weapon  Aug.  10-16  in  Glorieta,  N.M.  A  new  ble  shows  that  students  are  very  prac- 
son,”  Davis  says.  “Don’t  do  or  say  against  cults,  both  men  believe  “I  can  questionnaire  is  published  in  the  Oc-  tical.  “They  look  at  the  Bible  and  ask, 
something  that  would  totally  alienate  teach  techniques  and  counsel,  but  tober  1991  issue  with  results  to  be  What  does  it  mean  to  me?’ and ‘How 
the  person  from  the  family.  ultimately  it  has  to  be  the  guidance  of  published  in  next  year’s  editions  of  the  does  it  affect  my  life?’  ”  he  said. 

“Maintain  communication  so  that  the  Holy  Spirit  to  pull  them  out,”  magazine,  Hughes  said.  Other  survey  results  showed : 

at  some  point  if  the  person  becomes  Blizard  says.  Of  the  501  respondents  in  The  Stu-  —  The  percentage  of  respondents 

disillusioned  or  wants  to  get  out.  Other  tips:  dent  survey,  56%  were  female  and  who  frequently  or  occasionally:  at- 

they’re  going  to  have  a  way.  ”  —  Look  for  opportunities  for  the  44%  were  male.  Eighty-five  percent  tended  Sunday  School,  94.1;  had  a 

Getting  accurate  information  is  person  to  come  home;  try  to  get  him  identified  themselves  as  Baptist,  4.2  quiet  time,  92.2;  read  The  Student, 
another  key  step,  Blizard  adds.  or  her  out  of  the  cult  environment  as  from  other  Protestant  denominations,  M.5;  participated  in  Baptist  Student 
“Get  accurate  information  from  an  much  as  possible.  1.4%  Catholic,  and  6.6%  from  “other”  Union,  58;  went  on  a  mission  trip,  40.7; 

objective  source  to  the  individual.  —  Tblk  calmly  about  the  theological  religious  backgrounds.  drank  alcohol,  32.7 ;  had  sexual  inter- 

“The  literature  they’re  going  to  be  issues,  but  don’t  make  this  the  only  The  racial  breakdown  of  the  course,  21. 

bombarded  with  is  biased.  topic  of  conversation.  respondents  was  93.4%  white,  2.8%  —  The  percentage  of  students  who 

“Expose  the  true  nature  of  the  —  Be  respectful  and  courteous  and  black,  2.2%  Asian,  and  1%  Hispanic,  would  like  the  church  to  give  more 
group  before  they  get  penetrated.  If  always  let  the  person  feel  like  a  part  More  than  half  (54.5%)  of  the  help  in:  life  decisions,  45.1;  Bible 

you  have  a  friend  or  family  member  of  the  family.  respondents  labeled  themselves  study,  32.7;  worship,  30.1;  discipleship 
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